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It is good to have a book like this. “Our 
Gospel is hid,” not only “to them that are 
lost,” but also to very many of them that are 
saved. Multitudes of God’s dear children, 
saved indeed through believing the Gospel, 
are yet very far from understanding the 
Gospel, and are therefore unable to present 
the Gospel intelligently or intelligibly to 
others. Mr. Cook has, in this book, put us 
all in debt to him for the unusual clearness 
of his presentation of the truth of the Gos- 
pel. God’s people should know, as generally 
they do not know, the distinction between 
the Law of Sinai and the Grace of Calvary. 
Our author has done much in these pages to 
make the distinction plain. It is a real 
pleasure to commend the book. 
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CHAPTER I: How Should We 
Read the Bible? 


GOD'S BOOK SPEAKING 
FOR ITSELF 


CHAPTER 1 


How Should We Read the Bible? 


The Bsble Should Not Be Read Like Any Other Book 


The Holy Spirit—who is God—being its Author 
(2 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16), it is indeed the Holy 
Book, and is therefore infallible (absolutely authori- 
tative), inerrant (entirely free from error), and final 
(not subject to revision nor to supplementary 
revelations). 

None of these assertions can, in truth, be made con- 
cerning any other book. These established, it accord- 
ingly follows that anything that derogates from the 
Bible dictum is not to be considered, nor given a 
hearing; therefore the Higher Criticism, New The- 
ology, the theory of Evolution, and Rationalism—that 
unholy quartette marching abreast against the Truth— 
are to be thrown out of court as having no case. 

The spokesmen for these movements may be intel- 
lectual giants, with a proficient knowledge of the lan- 
guages in which the Bible was written, but these equip- 


ments avail nothing, because their work detracts from 
It 
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the claim which the Bible makes for itself, and if en- 
tertained would drag it ignominiously from its pre- 
eminence; in fact, would destroy it altogether, for 
these gainsayers,—whose name is legion,—have, one 
and another, attacked it in so many places as to leave 
no part unassailed; what one has spared another has 
sought to discredit, so that if all are to be heeded there 
would remain scarcely a fragment intact. 

Knowing that thus treated the Book would forever 
cease to be Faith’s instructor, and that his hopes would 
be effectually blighted, the believer gives short shrift 
to these self-appointed innovators. To him they are 
“anathema.” He meets them at the first approach 
with suspicion, and ejects them with disgust. He turns 
a deaf ear to their disquisitions as not pertaining to a 
debatable subject. Bankrupt in resources, miserable in 
life, and hopeless as to the future would he be as the 
result of discrediting the Book of God, and the sophisti- 
cated believer shuns any such possibility. 

He who is familiar with the deliverances of these 
men recognizes the scholarship of some of them, and 
will admit that they sometimes present difficulties in 
Holy Writ that seem insoluble; but he also knows that 
they frequently display great ignorance and careless- 
ness, even as to correctly reading the Word, and conse- 
quently are guilty of puerile and almost imbecile objec- 
tions in their feverish eagerness to find defects, thus 
making themselves a laughing-stock to the well- 
informed. 

Knowing also that these men show no signs of 
regeneracy, the believer applies to them the passage 
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found in 1 Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 

The devout reader is well aware that there are many 
depths he cannot fathom, many statements that he 
cannot explain; yes, and even some seeming contradic- 
tions; but these do not disturb his faith one whit, for 
he is convinced that all that man criticizes will in due 
time be revealed as being added evidence of the Bible’s 
correctness, its seeming weaknesses shown to be great- 
est strength, and its defects proved beauty spots. All 
that is not clear is accepted and honored at face value, 
and as freely as the simpler portions. “It is my igno- 
rance that is at fault,” he says, “or my lack of spiritual 
obedience and development.” Under no circumstances 
is the Word to blame, it is immaculate in its purity, 
and never to be disputed, contradicted nor doubted. 

He acknowledges the difficulties and is willing to 
await their elucidation and while waiting knows he is 
standing on a rock! He recalls that by faithful study, 
fervent prayer, meditation, and attendance on the min- 
istry of competent students many things that were 
enigmas have been made clear. Divine illumination has 
often banished the fogs of difficulty on the path of 
Truth; thus he is ever learning, and past achievements 
encourage him to persevere hopefully. And further- 
more he knows that this unique book interprets him 
with a supernatural insight and power, that it finds 
him out, reading his very secrets and revealing himself 
to himself as no other agency has ever done. It is 
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recognized as being “quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, . . . even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit.” 

Also having by the truth of this book been literally 
transformed, his regeneration is such a reality as to 
have all the influence of a standing miracle. Then its 
opening up to him of a vast universe of spiritual phe- 
nomena, the marvelous testimony given by its fulfilled 
prophecies, and above all its bringing him into living, 
satisfying, glorious union with the Son of God his 
Saviour,—all these are sufficient reasons for accepting, 
the Book for all it claims to be. And so devoted is he 
to it that he is jealous to maintain the authority of 
every word. To him it is plenarily inspired, and so 
closely interwoven in its entire texture that not a sen- 
tence can be removed without marring its complete tes- 
timony. Oh, what a delight came to him when he first 
discovered the living continuity and progression of the’ 
great themes of the Bible: the Plan of Redemption 
woven into the revelation, from end to end, like a scar- 
let thread in a piece of tapestry; the demand of Right- 
eousness, a white thread; the Deity of Christ, a purple 
thread; His Coming Again a golden thread; Retribu- 
tion upon the disobedient, a black thread. 

The great doctrines of the Bible also are revealed 
to him as the broad highways of a well-planned city 
in which there is no danger of one’s losing his way. 

The Plan of the Ages, the significance of the Dis- 
pensations, God’s Purposes in this Age, are all broadly 
outlined in his mind, as is the scope of each book in 
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the collection. He knows when he is reading the his- 
torical, prophetical, doctrinal, or devotional portions, 
each having its appropriate blessing for him. 

The miracles of the Bible are never stumbling- 
blocks to him. He accepts them all implicitly, know- 
ing that nothing is beyond the power of the God who 
created the universe, and the Christ who arose from the 
dead! 

He who reads the Bible thus is the despair of the 
destructive critics. They may designate him a bigot, 
an ignoramus, a fossil, but their assaults fall harm- 
lessly upon him as he goes his peaceful, triumphant 
way with God. 

Having thus sought to show that reading the Bible 
differently from other books is the effective bulwark 
against professedly scholarly skepticism, a second point 
will be discussed in our next study, which, while a 
seeming contradiction to the first, will, it is hoped, be 
accepted as a timely antidote to an opposite danger, 
namely, that of fanaticism and presumption. 


The Bible Should be Read as Any Other Book is Read 


There are many devout souls who seem never to 
comprehend that the Bible is arranged according to 
an accurate plan, that it is a progressive revelation, 
and to be properly understood and intelligently ap- 
plied it must be “rightly divided,’ even according to 
its own injunction (2 Tim. 2:15). If this rule is not 
followed there ensues endless confusion which not only 
bewilders the individual mind but becomes the source 
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of the many misleading movements which are proving 
so troublesome. 

In reading other books the purpose, plot, argument, 
and thread of the narrative are invariably held in view, 
from the preface to the finis, by the intelligent reader, 
and the various portions are compared and correlated ; 
for in no other way can justice be done the author, and 
his meaning be understood. Also as to other books 
little difficulty is experienced with figures of speech, or 
anything used in illustration, whereas in reading the 
Bible such literary forms seem to occasion much un- 
necessary stumbling. They are misconstrued, myth- 
ical and mysterious conclusions are drawn, and diffi- 
culties multiplied; all of which could be avoided if 
the ordinary method of reading were followed. 
Usually the obvious meaning is the correct one. “If 
the literal sense makes good sense, why look for any 
other sense?” 

The unbiased reader in his desire to know exactly 
what the Word wishes to communicate follows the 
practical method of asking: “Who is speaking, and to 
whom is what I am reading addressed? (There are 
many speakers in the Scriptures, sometimes even Satan 
being given the privilege.) For what purpose is the 
message given? What are the circumstances?” And 
other like questions. 

No honest person lifts a paragraph or a sentence out 
of its connection (save “to point a moral or adorn 
a tale’) as a basis for a contention or a theory. This 
would often be equal to a misquotation, and would con- 
sequently be a literary crime; and yet this offense is 
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being constantly committed against God’s revelation. 
Good men, alas! go to it with prepossessions for some 
invention of their own and in this vast storehouse easily 
find passages that are made useful for their purpose. 
Systems of belief now existent, some of them with 
large following, are thus established. They are far 
from being logical or symmetrical, but rather have tha 
appearance of an edifice hastily constructed of timbers 
of various shapes and sizes, or of pieces of iron bent 
and twisted to make them come together in support of 
the ill-looking superstructure. Reference is not made 
to those systems that are notoriously misleading, and 
whose use and handling of the sacred Word is truly 
shameful, such as Spiritism, which is in direct violation 
of Scripture; or New Thought, whose use of it is 
limited to a few selections which seem to suit its pur- 
pose; or Christian Science, whose unholy employment 
of what it can appropriate, and unblushing contradic- 
tion of the remainder, is almost incredible; or Roman- 
ism, which while claiming to honor and defend its very 
imperfect (Douay) version, arrogantly places the voice 
of the Church, as uttered by the Pope, above the writ- 
ten Word—being indeed compelled to do so, for were 
it otherwise it would be faced by the astounding fact 
that the New Testament does not know it at all, and 
contains no hint of the existence of such an institu- 
tion as the Romish Church, with its numberless innova- 
tions and inventions.* 

Rather, our anxiety is on account of those who, 


*Save as it describes Rome under the figure of Thyatira in 
Revelation 2: 18-29; and the Scarlet Woman in Revelation 17: 1-7. 
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while placing the Bible over all other authority, and 
claiming to build on it alone, yet show they have no 
intelligent conception of its design in many respects. 
Among these are the Seventh Day Adventists, who do 
their utmost to crowd out Israel that they may take her 
place, and are therefore guilty of all the errors that 
inevitably follow such perverse action; Millennial 
Dawnism (Russelism), whose patchwork theology is 
made to mean anything or nothing, denying as it does 
some of the most vital and clearly expressed funda- 
mentals of the faith; the Tongues and Pentecostal 
movements, which seem to have no eyes for, nor under- 
standing of, the clearly defined Dispensations, and con- 
tinue to make claims which they not only are unable 
to make good, but which bring them into failure and 
disaster; also the many Healing cults, which likewise 
fail to distinguish between the Dispensations, and 
whose interpretations lead to untenable and often pre- 
sumptuous attitudes. 

To avoid one and all of these pitfalls, the instructed 
believer reads the Bible as he would any other book. 
Its poetical figures, its symbols and metaphors he ac- 
cepts on the basis of their obvious significance. He is 
jealous to maintain every word, but he is equally con- 
cerned not to read into it fanciful and far-fetched mean- 
ings that were never intended. Having early learned 
that the division into chapters and verses, as well as 
the chapter and page headings, is a human arrange- 
ment, he is saved from much misconception, especially 
in the Old Testament prophecies where, in these head- + 
ings, all the blessings are given to the Church (which 
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is really not known in the Old Testament), while the 
curses are handed to Israel. 

Seeing the differences in the Dispensations he is 
prepared to note God’s developing plan, and is not sur- 
prised to observe that some things included in the 
earlier Dispensations are omitted in the later ones, and 
vice versa. He well knows that God never changes 
as to his character,—he is always Sovereign,—yet that 
his methods with man have changed becomes one of the 
clearest facts in his reading. 

Israel and the Church, the Jew and the Gentile, 
Law and Grace, the dual line of prophecies as to the 
two Comings of Christ, the purpose and plan of each 
bock in the Canon, all these and many others have been 
the subjects of his study, and they guide him into a 
consistent, illuminating and consoling knowledge of the 
Word. 

The Omissions of the Bible,—the things it does not 
say,—are observed by him and teach him volumes. As 
has been shown, the great doctrines run through the 
Word like different colored threads in a piece of tap- 
estry, but there are methods and teachings that cease 
after they have run partly through. When this is the 
case the careful reader asks the reason, and is not con- 
tent until he has discovered it. The absence of certain 
things is eloquent, and, oh, the world of confusion the 
discerning reader is spared! He sees that just because 
statements and promises are in the Bible is no reason 
why they can now be applied or appropriated indis- 
criminately! Should he be asked when any particular 
promise, blessing, curse, or gift was abrogated, his 
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knowledge of the Word enables him to answer that 


scarcely ever is there a formal statement of abroga- ©“ 


tion, but that many things have nevertheless ceased 
cannot be denied. Several times in Corinthians does 
Paul use the expression “done away,” but of many 
things that have passed away not even this is said; they 
are simply not now in operation, having ceased, though 
not a word in the Scriptures speaks of their discon 
tinuance or withdrawal. Nor is this discontinuance in 
any way related to man’s lack of faith (there are no 
doubt as many faithful disciples of Christ in the world 
as there have ever been), but is a part of God’s plan. 

Among the things to which this rule applies are Sab- 
bath observance,* Pentecost, the community life of the 
early Church, the impartation of the Holy Spirit by 
the laying on of hands, the orders of the “apostles,” 
and “prophets” (Eph. 4:11), (for none are recog- 
nized to-day as holding these offices,—they have lapsed, 
though no formal statement is made to that effect), 
the gifts of healings and of miracles (1 Cor. 12:28), 
(at least there are none who possess these gifts as 
Moses, Elijah, and other prophets in the Old Testa-, 
ment, and the apostles—in the earlier period of their 
ministry—possessed them). 

The clear conclusion to the mind of the Bible reader 
is that these lapsed things are not essential to the 


* The Christian devotes the first day of the week—never in the 
Bible called the Sabbath—not merely to rest, which is all that 
was enjoined upon Israel, but to worship and spiritual activities, 
finding his directions for the employment of its every hour in 
the will of the Holy Spirit, who will safely guide in this as in 
every other affair of his life, during all the days. 
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present age, having served their purpose in the plan of 
God. Their withdrawal teaches him that some things 
that were needful to establish the Gospel are not needed 
to continue the Gospel, 

God never changes, but_his method-does, and his 
plan i is progressive. Who is to question it? His sov- 
ereignty ever inheres in him, therefore he works in 
every age according to his own will! This alone ex- 
plains his varying dealings with men, as in the case of 
the two apostles James and Peter,—at about the same 
time he allows the one to be slain, while the other is 
delivered from prison by an angel. The same lesson is 
taught in that thrilling chapter, the eleventh of He- 
brews. What a contrast does the abrupt change in 
the thirty-sixth verse show! Some of God’s heroes 
the subjects of miraculous deliverances, even to being 
raised from the dead; while others, just as worthy, 
were cruelly tortured and slain, and yet they “all ob- 
tained a good report”! 

Is not-this method of reading the Bible satisfying 
and gratifying? Does it cast any reflection upon the 
Word? Surely not; rather it establishes it as a con- 
sistent whole, showing that God has woven it together 
so closely as to leave no room for man to weave in 
his theories, which would only spoil the design. 


CHAPTER 2: The Bible Rightly 
Divided 


CHAPTER 2 


The Bible Rightly Divided 


Introductory 


The purpose of this chapter is to show the inherent 
differences in the dispensations, so that all that relates 
to the believer’s faith and practice may be so clearly 
shown in its proper bearing that he may be saved from 
the prevailing whirl of confusion, which causes what 
should be a simple path of obedience to become one of 
great difficulty and uncertainty. The Bible is an im- 
mense volume and covers a vast range of human ex- 
perience. It has in it so many precepts, promises, 
threats, warnings and admonitions that the question, 
Are all these of equal import to the believer? becomes 
most pertinent. If not, is there not some simple means 
by which the Christian may readily learn what is essen- 
tial for him to know and practise? This is an urgent 
consideration that confronts many. Is not the giving 
of a clear and easily-followed answer a worthy object? 

Imagine some highly educated pagan, newly con- 
verted to Christ, asking: “Tell me where shall I begin 
reading the Bible for my immediate personal guid- 
ance? I have much to learn and, as time is so brief, 
the case is pressing. I intend reading the Bible in its 
entirety at the earliest opportunity, but at once I must 
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know from it how I am to live a practical Christian 
life. Please direct me where to begin.’ What should 
an enlightened believer answer him? 

This is the subject it is proposed to treat in these 
pages, for there are many Christians of years’ stand- 
ing who themselves feel the need of such an answer, 
in the midst of the confusing jargon of voices, in 
which many conflicting demands are insisted upon as 
representing the great essentials. 

There will be nothing strained in this effort. Surely 
nothing novel will be introduced. Indeed, to the 
writer’s mind what will be taught herein is the simple 
common-sense way in which the Word of God should 
have been read and understood from the beginning. 
To him it is inscrutable why the Book of God has not 
been allowed to give its own testimony as to its purpose 
as any other book or witness is allowed to do, instead 
of having its various portions forced into awkward 
and inconsistent relationships; so that its messages in- 
stead of ringing clear—each in its own place—have 
been intermingled, interchanged and misapplied in a 
way that could not but result in the hopeless confusion 
witnessed today, in the almost innumerable systems of 
belief that exist, each claiming Bible passages as its 
basis of doctrine! 

It is an accepted phrase that ‘‘anything can be proven, 
from the Bible.” True enough, if the common method 
of reading it is followed, in which no regard is had 
for its clearly-marked divisions and epochs. It may 
be definitely stated that no book ever written has suf- 
fered so in the hands of its friends as has the Word 
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of God, and this for the reason intimated: viz., that it 
has not been allowed to testify as an untrammeled 
witness. 

In the writer’s opinion nearly every modern heresy 
finds its origin in the prevailing inattention to what 
the Bible says about itself in its various portions: And 
he believes that all these would automatically disap- 
pear—from Rome with its priesthood, its mass and 
other elaborate follies to the latest-born, harebrained 
vagary—if the Scriptures were treated with but com- 
mon honesty. The expression “it is in the Bible” (with 
reference to any given statement) is not by any means 
a safe guarantee that one is not being asked to accept 
something that is entirely unfitted for him as a guide 
to conduct, and indeed, may be to him deadly poison. 
Let one be content to hear only the supposed proof- 
texts of Seventh Day Adventism, the Millennial Dawn, 
Tongues, Pentecostal and Divine Healing movements, 
and he will likely be obliged to give each of them, in 
turn, his allegiance. This because each of these false 
systems deftly gathers here and there passages which, 
when woven together, make a pattern-fabric that ap- 
pears attractive, but which may in reality have no rea- 
son whatever for its existence, as is shown when the 
true light of revelation is made to shine upon it. Then 
it is seen to be but a clumsy piece of work woven on 
human mind-looms, ingeniously, though often disin- 
genuously, pieced together; but when tested, shown to 
be conspicuous only for its flaws, faults and seams and 
fit only to be thrown onto the ragpile. 

But has not the writer some system of his own to 
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bolster up; some preconceived doctrinal structure to 
prop with Bible texts? None whatever. He is not a 
denominationalist, nor does he possess a brief for any 
system of belief. His sole purpose is to so divide the 
Word that each reader may intelligently draw his own 
conclusions as to the divine requirements on him as 
a sincere Christian, who wishes in his day and gen- 
eration to believe and serve, with a conscience void of 
offense toward God and man. 

In this effort the Two Testaments, Law and Grace, 
Israel and the Church, the Dispensations and correlated 
subjects will be considered so that all may find their 
proper place in the divine revelation and purpose. Thus 
The Book will be made comprehensible and easy read+ 
ing, and the student saved from that hopeless flounder- 
ing and those contradictory views which are the bane 
of many devout souls. 

Of one thing the writer wishes to make sure: viz., 
that though some may be startled by its boldness and. 
disregard for hoary opinion, none who read this treatise 
shall be in doubt as to his meaning, for with unhesi- 
tating language free from any ambiguity will -he write 
what he believes God has given him as a message to 
His children. He knows of no book that has treated 
the subject from the standpoint from which he pro- 
poses to present it. He wishes not only to point the 
road, but also to clear away all man-made obstructions, 
so that all who will may freely walk therein. There 
will be no hesitancy, halting nor incoherency. Nothing 
will be taken for granted. On the other hand, no lib- 
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erty will be taken with the sacred text and nothing un- 
lawful pressed into service as an argument. 

Nothing would gratify the author more highly than 
to have his presentation accepted as the proven testi- 
mony of the Word, and it will be his greatest effort to 
make it so justify itself. 

That there will be things presented that will be found 
not in accord with the views of some of the great and 
wise of the past and present should not ef itself be 
allowed to operate against their acceptance. The 
knowledge of the Truth is progressive. Teachers 
have been raised up in all the periods of Church his- 
tory to bring—not new revelations—but truths from 
the Word which had lain for centuries unnoticed or, 
denied. Every epoch has been distinguished by the 
revival of some previously neglected truth, and every 
really great character of the Church has made his 
contribution, with the consequence that each succeed- 
ing period, since the Dark Ages, has known more than 
its predecessors. 

The writer is also confident that in all he may say, 
there will not be found one syllable in accord with 
what is known as Modernism—the general term for 
all that comes in the name of Higher Criticism and 
New Theology. He wishes to be accredited a defender 
of the faith in its power and simplicity, to whom the 
verbal plenary inspiration of the entire Bible is a glori- 
ous fact, in the acceptance of which there are no 
mental reservations whatever, and no room for Penta- 
teuchal redactors, duplicated Isaiahs, nor pseudo 


Daniels. 
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The author having thus expressed himself it should 
easily be seen that his labor is not a self-imposed task,, 
but one to which he feels he has been definitely called 
and which he regards a solemn responsibility, which 
he is under bonds to perform to the best of his ability. 

He knows that some will loudly condemn; that there 
will be strong opposition; an outcry of alarm, but 
these will not disturb him, for he is already persuaded 
that many others—and‘they among the choicest spirits 
—will hail his aid as an emancipation from false, mis- 
leading conceptions and will for the first time walk in- 
telligently in the light and liberty of the blessed Word, 
with a holier purpose, a more devoted allegiance to 
Christ and a more self-sacrificing life. This result. 
will prove abundant compensation for his labors and 
more than balance any reproach that may be heaped 
upon him by well-intentioned, but misguided brethren. 
For what unction to the soul of the Bible teacher is it 
to hear the appreciative testimony, “You have made the 
Bible a new book to me; I never understood it so well; 
this knowledge has lifted me to a higher plane of ex- 
perience and service.” 


The Old Testament 


The first point of interest in our study naturally 
pertains to the two great divisions of the Bible, called 
the Old and the New Testaments. 

Of prime importance is the simple observation 
(Why cannot everyone see it?) that the Old Testa- 
ment is the OLD Testament or Covenant. Its very 
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name predicates, or fixes its position. Two wills 
signed by the same hand are never probated at the 
same time. The later is the one that becomes the 
center of interest, as having superseded the older. And 
yet a simple statement like this when applied to the Old 
Testament is questioned, challenged and contradicted. 
Even Bible Students seem to forget that it is this very 
thing that forms the burden of that famous book—the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. Therein the writer exhausts 
every argument and makes language glow in the effort 
to show, even to Hebrews whose oracles the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures definitely were, that they had given 
place to the New Testament Scriptures, which latter are 
in every phase and aspect pronounced better. He is 
seeking to convince his hearers of this so completely 
as to have them give their entire allegiance to the New, 
revelation. Definitely is it taught that the Old economy 
has passed away forever *—xnot the record of it, but 
the Covenant itself. The record abides forever; it is 
and ever will be God’s Holy Word to be read, studied, 
revered and defended; but never is it to be taken as the 
primary Rule of Faith and Practice by those to whom 
have come the blessings and benefits of the New.} In- 
deed the Old Testament is entirely Jewish in its im- 
port, not one word in it being addressed to the Gentiles 
except as their destiny is referred to in the prophecies. 

Nor is the Church found therein. Any statement 
to the contrary is devoid of proof. The chapter head- 


* See Hebrews 8:7: 13. 

+ Illuminating in this connection will be found Dr. Scofield’s 
comment on the New Covenant, as found in his notes on 
Hebrews, on page 1297 of the Scofield Reference Bible. 
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ings in which certain choice portions are made to apply 
to the Church have been the cause of untold evil, and 
their insertion may soberly be designated nothing short 
of a crime against God’s Word.* Some may see the 
Church in the person of the Shulamite in the Song of 
Solomon and in type in the several Gentile brides found 
in the Old Testament, but no conclusive statements in 
proof of these beliefs can be adduced from the Bible. 

The Church of Christ is a distinct product of the 
New Covenant of Grace. It was still future during 
the Saviour’s earthly life; for He prophesied its be- 
ginning in the words “On this rock will I build my 
church.” (Matt. 16:18.}) 

If this be true then it follows that in all the Old 
Testament there is not a sentence that applies to the 
Christian as a Rule of Faith and Practice—not a single 
command that is binding on him, as there is not a sin- 
gle promise there given him at first hand, except what 
is included in the broad flow of the plan of Redemp- 
tion as there taught in symbol and prophecy. 

This is a sweeping statement purposely so made that 
the issue may be squarely met, and that no time be lost 
in unnecessary definitions and explanations. 

Is there in the foregoing any reflection on the Book? 
None whatever. Any belittling of it? Not in the 
least. Every word in it is as truly inspired as is every- 
: * This is notably true as to the 54th and 62nd Chapters of 

Othe word “church” in Acts 7: 38, where Israel is referred to 
as “the Church in.the wilderness,” is ek kaleo—a called-out com- 
pany or congregation, which truly applied to Israel, but carried 


with it no thought of that nation having any of the characteristics 
of the New Testament Church. 
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thing in the New Testament. Nor is there any forget- 
fulness of, or failure to apply, the passage found in 2 
Tim. 3:16, 17: “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works.” Surely all of the Old Testament is 
fully inspired; it is indeed profitable for doctrine—for 
in it are taught the doctrines of God, the Trinity, Crea- 
tion, Sin, Human depravity, the Redeemer, Salvation, 
and every other doctrine that is later found in the 
Word, more fully developed; and for reproof—cer- 
tainly there will be found in it page after page of cen- 
sure and rebuke for evil doing, which should act as a 
deterrent to all who in any age are prone to disobedi- 
ence; also for correction—again yes, for the principles 
of justice and the purpose of discipline are unchange- 
able; and finally for instruction in righteousness— 
verily, for where in all the universe will be found such 
a compendium of knowledge pertaining to things physi- 
cal, moral and spiritual? In this connection is also 
found the pertinency of those passages in 1 Cor. 10:6, 
11. And that the full import of that illuminating 
statement “in the Old Testament the New is enfolded, 
and in the New Testament the Old is unfolded’ is 
maintained will also be apparent in what follows in 
these pages. 

The Old Testament never loses its interest and value 
to the Christian. It contains, and is, the oracle of God 
to Israel and abounds in literary, moral and prophetic 
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values that forever make it unapproachable!* But as 
to a Rule of Faith and Practice, no requirement in it 
is binding on the present-day believer, for the simple 
reason that the Book was never given to him for this 
purpose. In fact, it was never given to him directly 
at all, but mediately through Israel. The Christian has 
another Testament—his own—by which his life is 
shaped. In it every detail of his need has been pro- 
vided for, and directions given for every exigency and 
emergency that may come to him. 

Here is met a strange perversity on the part of many 
who resent the giving of its proper place and import 
to the Old Testament. They fly to the extreme of 
bringing against those who do so all manner of un- 
founded charges, among them that of repudiating the 
Old Testament, of questioning its inspiration, of rele- 
gating it to the limbo of rejected writings, and some 
of them even go so far as to charge union with the 
higher critics and modernists. Nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth. Once for all let it be stated 
that the divine origin, matchless contents, transcending 
dignity and moral power of the Old Testament forever 
establish its character and bespeak for it profound 
reverence. Of it is said, “Forever, O Lord, thy word 
is settled in heaven.” Its moral teaching will never 
lose its power, nor its intrinsic literary supremacy ever 
be challenged. Its history is sublime and unassailable, 
and all of its unfulfilled prophecies will surely come to 


*See the author’s pamphlet: “The Supremacy of the Bible.” 
.05. Published by The Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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pass. Nevertheless, when every tribute is paid, all 
honor ascribed, all reverence shown it still stands an 
indisputable fact—no matter by whom denied—that 
the Old Testament Scriptures are not, and never were 
intended to be, the rule for the Christian’s faith and 
practise. Nowhere is he enjoined to go to it for the 
ordering of his life, though many of its precepts may 
be found in full accord with the specific directions 
that are given him in the New Testament, and therefore 
of corroborative value. Indeed, because of their strik- 
ing literary form they are sometimes of special serv- 
ice as apt quotations. On the other hand it must also 
be seen that many precepts may be found whose forced 
application to New Testament conditions would work 
havoc to the revelation of Grace. This statement will 
be clearly proven in the following pages. 

There might be the more reason for the attitude here 
deplored, if it could be shown that anything had been 
overlooked in the New Testament directions as to the 
believer’s life, thus making it possibly necessary to sup- 
plement by reverting to the Old Testament. But this is 
not the case. There is not a detail omitted, nor the 
minutest item pertaining to the believer’s life and prac- 
tise neglected. Full and complete, from the new birth 
to his home-going, is his course outlined and directed, 
so that he need never be in doubt as to God’s will con- 
cerning his conduct. To resort to the Old Testament 
for this purpose is unwarranted and all the more to be 
deprecated when the possibilities of danger and disaster 
are seen, according to the illustrations which will in 
due course be presented. 
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The Believer’s Relationship to the Old Testasment 


In seeking to make clear the believer’s relationship 
to the Old Testament it would be well to remember that 
for the first 2500 years of man’s history—from Adam 
to Moses—there is no account of a written revelation, 
God communicating with a comparatively few chosen 
worthies through the medium of dreams, visions, an- 
gelic messengers and by theophanies; i.e., Himself 
appearing in human form. Then came the Pentateuch 
—that glorious, miraculous, supreme revelation— 
which, while not antedating Babylonish and other ‘tab- 
lets (with their crude accounts of the great early 
world-events) relegates them, all and sundry, to the 
scrap-heap in the matter of being authoritative records. 
These extra-Scriptural records doubtless do represent 
fragmentary and legendary traditions from the dim 
past, but they lose all accurate historical value when 
God deigns to reveal the great facts as they really 
occurred. 

Beginning with the Mosaic authorship of the Penta- 
teuch, we find ourselves in a Jewish atmosphere 
throughout our excursion into Old Testament fields. 
Their Jewish character is abundantly declared in the 
Scriptures by expressions like that found in Romans 
3:2—“unto them [the Jews] were committed the 
oracles of God”—and therefore it is as correct a state- 
ment as any one can make to designate the Old Testa- 
ment “the Jewish Scriptures.” 

To assist our understanding of the matter now be- 
fore us, we may look upon these Scriptures as the 
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Jewish garden or demesne, into which the Christian 
not only has free access whenever he desires, but by 
reason of his place in God’s plan he may revel amid 
its treasures, wonders and curiosities to his heart’s 
content and to his incalculable spiritual and intellec- 
tual profit. It is true that among the scenes he will 
view are some of an intensely forbidding aspect: mas- 
sacres, wars among the tribes, murders and crimes of 
every degree of ferocity and shame; national and in- 
dividual iniquities, the latter sometimes committed by 
God’s anointed, and all overshadowed by long periods 
of idolatry and general disobedience. The moral les- 
son being always the same; viz., the exhibition of man’s 
failure and God’s holiness and glory, even though 
shown in terrible judgments—a lesson indeed to which 
the observer will do well to give heed. But the so- 
journer will also find much fruitage suited to his taste 
and health, by reason of its spiritual nature being like 
what he is accustomed to in his own specified habitat— 
the New Testament. For instance, he comes upon the 
23rd Psalm and finds it a cluster of luscious grapes of 
which he may partake to the delectation of his spiritual 
man, for its assurances and comforts coincide with the 
spiritual promises (and he has no other) in his own 
designated garden. Similar choice portions will be 
found in great number and variety, together with 
aphorisms, sparkling epigrams and comforting prom- 
ises, by the hundred, adapted to all times and to all 
degrees of humanity. There is no theft in appropri- 
ating these. But by contrast he finds others which 
he may not thus appropriate, though he may study even 
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these and learn lessons from them to good effect, for 
each in its proper setting carries with it profitable in- 
struction. Among such is the gist Psalm which, while 
of surpassing beauty, is not adapted to him in some 
of its statements because of its promises of temporal 
blessings, which are not corroborated in his own Scrip- 
tures as being designed for him. Believers in the age 
of Grace are not exempt from epidemics, death in bat- 
tle, etc., etc.; nor does God heal all their diseases. No 
amount of sentiment and pretense here will overcome 
the testimony of thousands of instances of contrary 
evidence shown among believers every day. 

In the Imprecatory Psalms also will the present-day 
believer find sentiments that are definitely not to be 
appropriated for his use in worship, nor for the control 
of his conduct. Let any one read Psalm 58 :6-10, 59:8, 
13-15, 137: 7-9 and then disagree with this statement 
if he can! Certainly there is found even in them in- 
struction. One sees that they were appropriately used 
by David in his time, and a knowledge of prophecy 
shows that they will be applicable again in the judg- 
ment period that will follow the advent of our Lord 
at the end of this age (see Isaiah 63:1-4). This 
knowledge of their import is surely to be prized. These 
are examples of some of the things which the Chris- 
tian must handle with care, otherwise they will burn 
and blister. 

The inspired statements in the Book of Proverbs 
may be cited in illustration. Nearly all of what is 
given in that remarkable book is applicable to all time, 
but a few of its statements are clearly not in accord 


The Bible Rightly Divided 39 


with New Testament teaching. For examples: “A 
good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s chil- 
dren: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the 
just” (13:22). Here the handing down of legacies 
is commended, whereas now the transmission of in- 
heritances (sometimes they are of vast extent) is re- 
garded as one of the greatest curses of modern social 
life; besides, the doing so by the Christian brings him 
at variance with all that he is taught as to the disposi- 
tion of earthly substance in the New Testament, where 
the command is “Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth” (Matt. 6:19), which admonition is rein- 
forced in the Epistles, where the believer is urged to 
consecrate all his possessions to the cause of Christ. 
There was no Gospel propaganda in the time of Prov- 
erbs, no missionary cause as in these days. Again, 
that the wealth of the sinner is now in this age laid up 
for the just would mark one of the most notable in- 
congruities in all modern history! 

‘When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with him” (16:7). Ad- 
mitting this to represent a principle in Old Testament 
times, it cannot be sustained in the New. In fact, it 
would be hard to find a character there of whom it was 
true. The Saviour’s ways surely pleased the Lord, as 
He attested by speaking from heaven, yet Christ’s 
enemies wreaked their fearful vengeance on Him 
unhindered; and which of His New Testament follow- 
ers was not the prey of the wicked? 

“He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he 
that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich” (21:17). 
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This is not the case today, certainly it is not prover- 
bial; for now riches and pleasure go hand in hand, even 
for generations in the same families. 

“By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, 
and honor, and life’ (22:4). Life is secured by hu- 
mility and the fear of the Lord, but who will dare say 
that now riches and honor (earthly distinction) are? 
Observation shows just the contrary. 

“He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, 
and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to 
want” (22:16). This is not in accord with the wit- 
ness of the wrongfully-secured swollen fortunes of 
modern times. 

“Let him drink and forget his poverty, and remem- 
ber his misery no more” (31:7). Whatever the in- 
terpretation, this verse will not now be popular with 
Christians interested in temperance reform; nor, in 
fact, with any spiritually-minded one to whom all his 
own directions in the New Testament come with ad- 
monitions against fleshly indulgence in any form. 

Do these reflections show the Bible to be untrue? 
Perish the thought! But they do prove that it must 
be rightly divided and allowed to conform to its own 
limitations in application, and so not ignorantly nor 
dishonestly made to mean more than it says it means. 
When the Proverbs were written there were no Age of 
Grace and no Christians in view, and as has been noted 
while nearly all of them lend themselves to any age, the 
few we have quoted evidently do not. 

In a like manner, as with these few selections from 
Proverbs, some of the most beautiful promises of the 
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Old Testament are not for the present-day believer. 
The 54th and 62nd chapters of Isaiah afford notable 
instances. Despite their erroneous man-made headings 
as found in the King James’ version, they are entirely 
for Israel, as it is clearly stated. That it is a great 
temptation to seize such glorious predictions and apply 
them to the Church cannot be denied; but that such 
seizure is honest is another question. Poor Israel 
should be allowed to retain all that belongs to it, espe- 
cially as the Church is endowed with even greater 
promises, the possession of which should minister to 
a contented mind and not to a covetous spirit that trans- 
forms her into a robber of the garments of another, 
which at the best are ill-fitting and inappropriate! 

Let it never be forgotten that in discussing the Old 
Testament thus we ever have in mind the matter of its 
being the Rule of the believer’s Faith and Practice—a 
premise that must invariably be negatived. As strik- 
ing examples may be mentioned Abraham’s, Jacob’s 
and David’s plurality of wives; these relationships,, 
while not commended, were nowhere condemned, and 
yet no Christian sees in them a warrant for engaging 
in the same course. 

As to the impropriety of appropriating many of the 
most prominent features of the Old Testament econ- 
omy, there is happily nowhere any misunderstanding. 
For instance, the entire institution of the Old Testa- 
ment sacrifices with their blackened, bloodstained altars 
—always of interest, instruction and precious value to 
the believer for what they foretold—yet they are never 
to be brought into use by the Church. Sinai is to the 
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Christian an object-lesson of graphic interest, but re- 
membering its terrors as a place of lightning and 
thunder, and so deadly in its condemnation that even 
a beast that touched it must be killed, and so awe- — 
inspiring that in its presence Moses said “I exceed- 
ingly fear and quake,” he does not choose its environs 
as a place of habitation, remembering that an infinitely 
better location has been prepared for him; viz., Mt. 
Zion, the headquarters of the soul-satisfying Grace that 
controls his life. 

But what about the ‘“‘Moral Law,” so-called, centering 
in the Ten Commandments—have they no authority 
in the life of the New Testament believer? The very 
asking of the question reveals an uninformed mind. 
Surely the believer does not violate the Ten Command- 
ments, nor, on the other hand, does he concern himself 
with them; for him they have lost their application 
because he is in a new realm into which entrance can 
only be had by regeneration—the new birth. This 
supernatural change wrought in him involves his being 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, there representing Christ 
his Saviour, whose love now constrains so completely 
that the sins against which the Ten Commandments— 
with their mandate of death—are directed have over 
him no power. Why does not the Christian kill, lie, 
blaspheme, covet, commit adultery, etc.? Is it because 
the Ten Commandments forbid such conduct? What 
would be thought of the Christian who answered in the 
affirmative—who finds in their interdict his only re- 
straint? What a precarious moral existence would his 
be! No; the Christian does not violate the moral code, 
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because he is “a new creature in Christ Jesus.’’ If he 
had never heard of the Ten Commandments he could 
just as well be trusted not to transgress them. (Let 
it be noted that it is possessors of divine life we are 
describing, not mere professors of religion.) 

How easy for the reader to make the comparison! 
Who (will his observation prove to him) are living on 
the higher moral and spiritual plane, those who are 
seeking to conform to the Law, or those who apprehend 
Grace and walk in the liberty of the sons of God? 

Among the definite commands given to Israel there 
are many whose restoration is not even considered. 
We name the death-penalty for a son’s stubbornness 
~ and rebellion against his parents (Deut. 21 :18-21) and 
for other (that do not seem to us now) capital of- 
fenses (see Exodus 21 :17, 18) ; circumcision is another 
command which by common consent is allowed to re- 
main in its original place. The Seventh Day Adven- 
tists are very rigid in their appropriation of some of 
the Jewish laws, but they do not seem to advocate the 
revival of the death-penalties referred to, nor of cir- 
cumcision; and yet these are inseparable from the 
remainder of the Mosaic laws. To the above may also 
be added the food prohibitions (see Leviticus 11) 
which most Christians do not now consider binding. 

From these illustrations it will be seen that even 
those who most strongly deprecate the right-dividing 
of the Word must of necessity do considerable of this 
very thing to justify themselves in practising some, 
and in ignoring other, of the Old Testament require- 
ments. 
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But now it becomes our task to show by graphic 
illustrations the positive harm; yes, the nothing less 
than horrible results that have come from ignorance 
and presumption here. In the 19th and 2oth chapters 
of the Book of Leviticus there is a clearly expressed 
prohibition of witchcraft, ending in the definite com- 
mand that those who practise it are to be put to death 
(20:27), which command is also found in Exodus 
22:18 in the words “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to 
live.” Is there here any occasion for an apology for 
God? None whatever. All His ways are perfect. 
Here the Christian stands like a rock. He knows that 
if criticism is allowed to begin here, or at some similar 
point in the Scriptures, it will follow an invariable 
course that ends in the abandonment of faith. There 
are those who adopt the foolish policy of framing their 
own conception of what they call the “good God,” and 
with this as a premise, or criterion, boldly cut out of 
the Scriptures all that savors—in their minds—of un- 
due severity in judging wickedness, until the Bible in 
their hands becomes a Book of shreds, and devotion to 
God an empty pretense. Faith never follows this 
method; it never finds it necessary to apologize for 
anything found in the Bible; neither does faith ever 
argue for a change in God’s character, knowing that 
God never changes. He is ever the eternally righteous 
one who can never look upon sin with any allowance. 
But that God’s plans and purposes are progressive and 
so exhibit different aspects in the succeeding dispensa- 
tions is believed, because it is amply shown in the 
Word. God is Sovereign and as such has ordained— 
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in His progressive plan—an Age of Grace to succeed 
the Age of Law. The recognition of this fact leads to 
the beginning of knowledge in an understanding of 
the Bible; while failure to take it into account leads 
to dire confusion. 

It is such failure that causes us to hang our heads 
with shame when we recall the historical evidence in- 
volving the conduct of that body of men for whom 
we have the greatest regard of any in all history for 
their high standards of righteousness, their unswerving 
courage and unyielding obedience to the dictates of 
conscience—the Puritans! who, finding the command 
of God against witchcraft all but nailed down to the 
age and people to whom it was given, wrenched it 
loose from its proper location and set it up at Salem, 
where it was operated by them to their lasting dis- 
grace and the never-ending confusion of their descend- 
ents; as it is also an eternal witness against the im- 
proper application of God’s Word. 

But could it have been right to destroy witches in 
one age and not in another? Assuredly Yes; when 
according to God’s plan. Modern witches abound to- 
day in large number—they are the spiritistic mediums 
whose wickedness is identically the same as that of 
the witches of old; viz., necromancy, consulting the 
dead and the possession of familiar spirits (Isaiah 
8:19). But no one today even considers the enforce 
ment of God’s command to destroy such violators of 
His law! There must be a reason. 

Is it not also evident that it was the command to 
Israel to exterminate the Canaanites without mercy (a 
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command which was perfectly proper, seeing it was 
God who uttered it, in view of the incorrigible deprav- 
ity of these people) that gave the encouragement to 
those same early settlers in their shameful attacks 
upon the aborigines, which resulted in due time in their 
annihilation? That it was not necessary to deal with 
the Indians so cruelly is shown by the success of the 
humane methods of William Penn. And was not the 
shocking intolerance of the Colonists also due to their 
same erroneous attitude toward the divine revelation , 
No amount of explanation can satisfy the mind as to, 
the unchristian treatment of Roger Williams and 
others; nor lessen the disapproval of Cotton Mather’s 
biting denunciation of William Penn. 

It is admitted that the matters which stand forth 
today as examples of misapplying the Scriptures, be- 
cause of the failure to rightly divide them, are not 
nearly so serious as those to which reference has just 
been made, though we see no logical reason (from the 
standpoint here condemned) why these latter in ali their 
horror should not be continued, along with the lesser 
practices which are about to be named; for there is no 
more reason for the one than for the other. These 
less flagrant misapplications are, however, serious 
enough and deeply to be deplored, when it is seen how 
they unsettle faith and endanger the spiritual welfare 
of myriads. It is for this reason we are so insistent 
in our plea for an intelligent knowledge of the Word. 

The misappropriation of the Sabbath is perhaps the 
most conspicuous modern example of scriptural con- 
fusion. Just as clearly has God indicated its Jewish 
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nature as he has that of witch-burning, or of circum- 
cision; and yet we find numbers today who wrench it 
bodily from its environment and entrench it in a set- 
ting of pronounced incongruity. The Sabbath is a 
prominent feature of the Jewish law, and in keeping 
with this statement do we find God saying to Israel 
“Tt is a sign between me and you throughout your 
generations” (Exodus 31:13). Nowhere in the New 
Testament do we find any enjoining of Sabbath- 
keeping upon believers, and even in the Gospels where 
our Lord is dealing entirely with Israel He removes 
the exacting interpretation which had been placed upon 
its observance. We are not now discussing the propriety 
and benefit of a day for rest and worship—this is fully 
provided in the Christian’s Lord’s day, which however 
is a distinctive institution never to be confounded with 
the Jewish Sabbath. So much has been written to 
make this clear * that a treatise on it will not be given 
here. Those who are guilty of the misappropriation 
referred to, notably the Seventh Day Adventists, must 
however be commended, in a way, for their consistency. 
For recognizing the strictly Jewish nature of the Sab- 
bath, they logically attempt to go the whole length and 
so practically make Jews of themselves in nearly all 
respects (among the exceptions being circumcision) 
going so far as to identify themselves as the ones re- 
ferred to in Rev. 7:4-8, where the account of the seal- 
ing of the 144,000 out of the tribes of Israel is given. 


* See “Ought Christians Keep the Sabbath?” by R. A. Torrey. 
F. H. Revell Co., .15. “Seventh Day Adventism a False System,” 
by William Sickels; Philadelphia School of the Bible, .15. 
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By following these extreme views they automatically 
and effectually de-Christianize themselves and elect 
themselves out of the realm of Grace, preferring a 
habitat under the clouds of terrifying Sinai. Not con- 
tent with this they do further despite to God’s gracious 
revelation, by their fatuous adherence to such doctrines 
as the sleep of the dead and annihilation of the wicked; 
though their major and most distressing offense must 
ever be their denial of the finished work of Christ, by 
adding thereto the keeping of the Sabbath (!) as an 
essential to salvation. 

These reflections must not detain us longer, for there 
is a more painful aspect of the subject to be considered 
in the attitude of most Protestant Christians, wha 
clearly show they have here lost all their bearings. 
They do not observe the Seventh day (though few 
could give a reason why they do not) and yet talk 
about “keeping the Sabbath,” ‘breaking the Sabbath,” 
etc. These phrases, so easily uttered, seem to mean 
nothing to them after all, for when questioned they, 
while admitting that believers are no longer under the 
Jewish requirements—in which the gathering of sticks. 
was a capital offense—can give no standard for the 
observance of the day. Some allow the delivery of 
milk on Sunday (often incorrectly called the Sabbath) ,* 
others do not; some will go auto-riding with a clear 

* Those who desire to conform to God’s Word should note 
that nowhere in the Bible is the first-day of the week designated 
“the Sabbath,” Should not this fact be sufficient to prevent the 
improper application of the word? All who call the first day 
the Sabbath are wiser than what is written and seek to improve 


upon God’s revelation. By the same token the expression, “the 
Christian Sabbath,” is a misnomer. 
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conscience, others demur; some will even purchase, or 
have delivered, the Sunday newspaper, while others re- 
gard this as especially iniquitous; some will use the 
street cars on Gospel errands, others will not; some will 
prepare meals, others not; some will take their meals 
in restaurants, others not. In brief, no criterion is to 
be found anywhere and if one covering all these items 
were set up by some arbitrary tribunal it would gain 
but little acceptance. At once its authority would be 
challenged and amendments, revisions, exceptions, ex- 
emptions, allowances, demurrers, objections and caveats 
would be filed in bewildering confusion. Scripture 
would also be quoted plentifully in such passages as the 
following: “Who art thou that judgest another man’s 
servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth” 
(Romans 14:4). ‘One man esteemeth one day above 
another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind,” etc. (Romans 
14:5). ‘Ye observe days, and months, and times, and 
years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon 
you labor in vain” (Gal. 4:10, 11). “Wherefore if ye 
be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to 
Gruimances, . ic. (Col. 2:20). 

Some seem to think that the matter of a formula can 
be despatched by allowing only for the doing of acts of 
mercy and necessity on the Lord’s day, referring to the 
Saviour’s teaching in dealing with the Jews of His 
time. But the task is not so easy as it appears, for at 
once the question is raised, Who will define acts of 
mercy and necessity? Here again there is no authority 
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and in the absence of it hardly any two will agree as 
to what is permissible. Individual opinion will range 
all the way from the propriety of using a fireless cooker 
for the Sunday dinner to the playing of golf by the 
“tired business man” on the plea of his need of 
recreation. 

If the life is not “hid with Christ in God’ then no 
restrictive rule will be of any avail. The lack of the 
constraining love of Christ indicates an inner heart- 
condition, of which the outward act is only the symp- 
tom. Disregard for the spiritual claims of the Lord’s 
day, easy compliance with the world’s customs, yielding 
to the demands of fleshly indulgence—these speak 
louder than words of a cold heart, a sleeping con- 
_ science, a selfish spirit, a neglected Christ. With only 
a born-again person in view, it is neither working, 
pleasuring nor idling on the Lord’s day that is the point 
at issue, and that properly calls for reproof and re- 
buke. Rather is it the failure to make positive use of, 
his priceless opportunity for the purpose for which it 
is given; viz., worship, spiritual activity and com- 
munion, A Christian might absolutely rest all day on 
Sunday, as Israel did on its Sabbath*—cook no food, 
read no book, take no ride nor even walk and so be 
blameless as to the law, and yet come under condemna- 
tion for ignoring his Lord, and for failure to engage 


*Tsrael’s Sabbath was observed as a day of complete rest 
(Ex. 35:2, 3). Apart from maintaining the continued burnt 
offering (Numb. 28:9) and its connection with the annual feasts, 
the seventh day Sabbath was never made a day of sacrifice, 
worship or any manner of religious service.” (From page 1011, 
Scofield Bible.) 
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in some of the many forms of Gospel service which 
an age of Grace makes possible in expression of grati- 
tude for his boundless mercies. 

It is hoped that further light will be thrown on the 
subject by the use of the following occurrence: A 
Christian lady who was teaching a Chinese pupil in 
Sunday School related her remonstrating with him for, 
working in his laundry on Sunday, which she desig- 
nated “Sabbath breaking.” When asked for her line 
of reasoning with him she gave it as being a violation 
of the Fourth Commandment, and when asked what 
penalty would be inflicted as a result could find no 
other answer than that which was inflicted upon Israel, 
evidently not remembering that Israel’s penalty was 
death. When so informed there was no comment. It 
was then asked her if she allowed the delivery of milk 
on Sunday, and the answer being in the affirmative, 
she was asked what her course with her pupil would be 
if he happened to change his business of laundryman 
to that of a milk deliveryman! She admitted she had 
never considered the matter in that light, and expressed 
a desire for instruction, especially as to the proper 
course to pursue with her pupil. This was the direction 
given: Assuming that the Chinaman was a regen- 
erated person and therefore in the realm of Grace, his 
attention should be called to the transcending privilege 
afforded him on the Lord’s Day of gathering with other 
redeemed ones in the worship of God, that such action 
was directly enjoined upon him by the admonition ‘“‘Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is’ (Heb. 10:25), and by the even 
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more specific and important direction given as to the 
observance of the Lord’s Supper in the words: “For 
as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord’s death until he come” (1 Cor. 
11:26). Further, it should be shown him that failure 
to appreciate so wonderful an opportunity would not 
only prove a bad example to others, but would also 
result in leanness of soul and a stunted Christian life 
caused by withheld divine blessings; also that con- 
tinued disobedience would likely lead straight to painful 
discipline, according to 1 Cor. I1: 31, 32, and other 
passages. Beyond such treatment given with gentle, 
persistent love no one can go in dealing with such a 
case. Does it seem too mild a course? It should be 
remembered that the offender is in God’s hands. Is He 
not able to deal properly with His own? Besides, 
what would recourse to law accomplish? And how 
would such recourse be made? In this case the teach- 
er’s threat of the law had no effect. 

This, then, is the conclusion as to the Christian’s 
observance of the Lord’s Day. Realizing that the 
Jewish Sabbath law is manifestly non-applicable, and 
that in the New Testament no rule is to be found, and 
that na one has been empowered to frame an observ- 
ance that is binding, the Christian who has by false 
teaching been disturbed as to his duty sees only one 
course left open for him to pursue—a course that 
should have been obvious at first, as it applies to every 
other question and problem in his life—simply this: 
The question is to be regulated solely by the will of 
his Lord, who (if he is living what every Christian 
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ought to live—a surrendered life) will plainly direct 
him, through the agency of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
who was given to abide in him for this very purpose: 
to guide him into all truth. With this established, it 
is safe to assume that the Holy Spirit will not lead 
to the gratification of mere personal desires on the 
Lord’s day, but will gently and sweetly guide into the 
path of joyous worship, of rest for mind and body, of 
periods of private devotion, of fellowship and conver- 
sation with like-minded saints, the reading of the Word 
and good books. There may be times when physical 
labor will be in strict accordance with the will of the 
heavenly Guide, for fires break out even on Sundays, 
and other emergencies arise which may make work a 
Christlike service in the relief of distress. The Lord’s 
day spent thus for His glory will surely react for the 
Christian’s own highest good in every respect : enrich- 
ing his life and making him strong spiritually, mentally 
and physically for his ensuing week-day duties and so 
prove itself a priceless blessing. So then as to the 
observance of the first day of the week there will be in 
operation in the will and conduct of the believer the 
same principle that should control every other aspect of 
his life: the principle that is summed up in the expres- 
sion of Paul when he designates himself “the bond- 
slave of Jesus Christ.” 

Another illustration of the confused teaching on this 
subject comes to hand in a prominent religious publi- 
cation, in which a specialist in his department is com- 
menting on the duty of Sabbath (!) observance, with 
Isaiah 58: 13, 14 as his text. He avers that for its 
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proper use (though he does not specify what the proper 
use is—that information would be very enlightening, 
seeing that he himself could hardly resurrect the Jewish 
form of Sabbath observance, and as we have seen there 
is no authority in the New Dispensation with power 
to lay down a specific formula) God offers a reward 
“worth more than a king’s ransom.” This reward 
seems to be the riding ‘‘on the high places of the earth 
and the heritage of Jacob.” He is even bold enough 
to refer to Genesis 35: 9-12, where the heritage of 
Jacob is described as being “a nation and a com- 
pany. .. .”, “and the land,” etc. Could misapplication 
and misappropriation go further? The case is absurd 
on the face of it. How could such rewards come to 
an individual Gentile? Besides, any reflection on the 
conditions in this age would bring the strongest evi- 
dence against the argument. While heartily agreeing 
that the use of the Lord’s day for rest, worship and 
service results in a contented mind, an enriched spirit- 
ual life and the tendency to promote temporal pros- 
perity, the contention for marked success, or the secur- 
ing of anything like a “king’s ransom,” or the 
becoming a progenitor of nations and the possessor of 
Palestine falls ludicrously flat. The Scotch race has 
long been famed as a stringent observer of the “Sab- 
bath”; yet, though an admirable people, it is not noted 
for wealth, for riding on the high places of the earth 
more than others, and surely not for the possession of 
Jacob’s inheritance. The same may be said concerning 
orthodox Israel which scrupulously and for centuries 
has observed its Sabbath as commanded in the Word, 
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and yet is rejected of God, for the most part suffers 
deep poverty and is an outcast from its land! And also 
does our argument apply to the Seventh Dayists, those 
Judaisers, who are rigid in their devotion to what they 
call the Sabbath, making indeed its observance the very 
center of their faith, and yet they cannot in any sense 
claim the promises named so freely by the teacher 
referred to. 

The writer himself is considered rather strict in his 
use of the Lord’s day, and while he has no complaint 
to make regarding the temporal blessings that have 
come to him, rather is deeply grateful for all his 
mercies, yet he can make no claim to any notable ma- 
terial possessions. As to riding on the high places of 
the earth, being a father of nations and possessing the 
heritage of Jacob these are entirely foreign to his life, 
as they are to the lives of all Christians. In closing his 
lesson the teacher referred to related the case of a 
Christian man who, losing his position because of his 
refusal to work on Sunday, immediately secured an- 
other of higher grade and larger salary, this seeming 
to demonstrate the teacher’s contention and to be the 
equivalent of the promises taken from Isaiah already 
quoted, though most readers would find it hard to draw 
a parallel. However, anyone would surely rejoice in 
the happy outcome of a conscientious decision and con- 
gratulate the worker on his good fortune. Would 
that it were always so; but that it 1s always so cannot 
possibly be shown. What are the facts? These: 
Many men, whether Christians or unbelievers, on giv- 
ing up their jobs for conscientious or for other rea- 
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sons, promptly find better ones. Yet it is equally true 
that Christian men who lose their places for principle’s 
sake, often do not secure openings at once, but remain 
idle for longer or shorter periods, and sometimes take 
inferior positions. Nevertheless, in such unfortunate 
instances no broken promise of God can be adduced 
as evidence of unfaithfulness on His part, for the 
simple reason that in this age God has not committed 
Himself to any such promises. The teacher’s illus- 
tration, if meant to serve—as it seems to be—as a 
ground of expectation for all Christian men under 
similar circumstances, fails lamentably. Such conclu- 
sions may do for those who do not use their mental 
powers, but not for men who read God’s Word and 
meditate upon it, nor for those who use their eyes for 
observation. Simple, childlike faith is always desir- 
able, always commendable; but that it always involves 
the attainment of our desires and exemption from what 
are called misfortune, disappointment and even seem- 
ing disaster cannot be shown from the New Testament, 
nor by the actual experience in Christian life. The 
faith of all the prophets and apostles was usually child- 
like, but it was also coupled with the rugged quality 
of endurance amid the greatest trials (Heb. 11). In- 
comparably is such true faith described in the following 
hymn: 


“Oh, for a Faith that will not shrink 
Though pressed by every foe; 
That will not tremble on the brink 

Of any earthly woe. 
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“That will not murmur nor complain 
Beneath the chastening rod, 
But in the hour of grief and pain 
Will lean upon its God.” 


Is it not because of the semi-superstitious, senti- 
mental, superficial teaching as to faith which often be- 
gins with childhood training, that later disillusionment 
comes and is frequently followed by disregard for all 
that stands for the Christian system, its abandonment 
and final infidelity? Even children should always be 
told the truth as to God’s ways with His servants, that 
often they are ways of hardships, suffering and even 
martyrdom, through which however He gloriously sus- 
tains His own! 


“God hath not promised 
Skies always blue, 
Flower-strewn pathway 

All our lives through, 
God hath not promised 

Sun without rain, 
Joy without sorrow, 

Peace without pain. 


“But God hath promised 

Strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, 
Light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy, 
Undying love.” 


Tithing is another of the practices that is brought 
over into this age with much éclat, and is frequently 
commended as a high credential of Christian attain- 
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ment. Many who sanction and encourage it, however, 
become somewhat crestfallen when informed that the 
Israelites, whose example they are seeking to follow 
in an age where it is markedly incongruous, gave— 
when all their offerings and oblations are considered— 
in reality three-tenths of their income. From which 
it follows that no tither should cite the Old Testament 
as authority for his giving until he gives 30 per cent 
of his net receipts! 

If the purpose of introducing tithing into the Chris- 
tian Church is to establish a clever, taking, self-com- 
placent method of raising the church budget it may be 
admitted; but if the pastor’s desire, above all else, is 
to declare the whole counsel of God, without reference 
to immediate and self-congratulatory ends, rather the 
willingness to allow God’s Word for the age to accom- 
plish its own purpose, then he will eschew such a facti- 
tious aid. Let him fearlessly preach Grace with all its 
implications and he will stand on an impregnable rock, 
and will likely see—at least some have seen—the coffers 
overflowing with greater (though less ostentatious) 
gifts than were ever imagined possible, being far be- 
yond what tithing would have produced. 

The writer cannot refrain from inserting here an 
article by the Rev. Lewis Sperry Chafer on the subject 
of Tithing, which is such a gem of condensed truth, 
and yet so comprehensive as should make its reading 
a delight to every Christian. It is an answer to a 
question in the S. S. Times, which famous paper has 
granted permission for its use, as has also the author. 
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Should Poor Christians Give a Tenth? 


Would you answer the following through the medium 
of your valuable paper? What is my duty to church 
and missionary work in dollars? I receive from my 
church $1,350 as our support; have a son in college (first 
year) preparing for the Gospel ministry, which costs me 
from $50 to $60 a month. There are four in my family; 
our daughter supports herself and helps us consider- 
ably—An Ohio Pastor. 


Here is a question which, in one form or another, 
thousands of God’s children are asking. Its answer de- 
pends so vitally upon a clear understanding of the 
Scriptural truth of Grace, that the Editor has asked Mr. 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, whose recently published book on 
“Grace” is proving such a blessing to many, to give us 
his own thought on this pastor’s typical problem, for the 
guidance of many other readers of Tha Sunday School 
Times. ‘Mr. Chafer’s reply follows: 

Two things are to be observed in relation to tithing 
as set forth in the Scriptures. 

First, it is a very central part of the law system which 
came through Moses and was in force to the time of the 
death of Christ. 

Second, it is never mentioned as an obligation after 
Christ’s death. Very many features of the law are car- 
ried over and restated under grace, but the tithing sys- 
tem, like the Sabbath, is never imposed in any Scripture 
bearing on this age of grace. That the whole law 
system with its Sabbath and tithing is done away in the 
death of Christ is evident from the following Scrip- 
tures: John 1:16, 17; Romans 6:14; 7:1-6; 2 Corin- 
thians 3:1-18; Ephesians ait 5>* Colossians 2:14; 
Galatians 3:19-25; 5:18. : 

As the Lord’s Day'‘with all its new features so per- 

hy 
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fectly adapted to the new relationships which exist under 
grace has superseded the Jewish Sabbath, so the legal 
system of tithing has been superseded by a system of giv- 
ing which is as perfectly adapted to the new relationships 
under grace. Giving under grace is summarized in 2 Cor- 
inthians 8:1 to 9:15. 

Turning to the grace teachings relative to Christian 
giving, we discover certain things: 

First, acceptable giving is preceded by a complete giv- 
ing of one’s own self (2 Cor. 8:5). This suggests the 
important truth that giving under grace, like giving under 
the law, is limited to a certain class of people. Tithing 
was never imposed by God on any other than the nation 
Israel. So, Christian giving is limited to believers, and 
is most acceptable when given by believers who have 
yielded their lives unto God. 

Second, like tithing, there is suggested systematic regu- 
larity in giving under grace. “Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him” (1 Cor. 16:2). This injunction is 
addressed to “every man” (every Christian man), and 
thus excuses none; and giving is to be from that which is 
already “in store,” rather than a promise, or pledge, con- 
cerning funds which have not yet been received. It may 
be observed that almost all giving at the present time is 
a direct violation of this principle. Believers are every- 
where urged to make their “pledge” based on what they 
hope to receive. 

Third, the amount to be given under grace is the critical 
point of difference between the law system and the sys- 
tem under grace. The element of command is withdrawn 
under grace, giving latitude for the choice of the indi- 
vidual heart. God has lifted the saved ones under grace 
to the position of sons in the Father’s house. He might 
command his servants, but not so the members of his own 
family. His manner of address to his own might be 
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stated in the words “if you please.” As a wife would not 
wish her husband to give mere heartless conformity to 
society’s conventionalities in his expressions of devotion 
to her, so God wishes every expression of love from his 
children to be a free outflow of their real devotion to 
him. We express our love by deeds and gifts as much 
as by words. Therefore our gifts should be the expres- 
sion of our unrequired devotion to God. 

It is this very fact of relationship under grace which 
explains the blessed absence of all rules governing the 
manner of observance of the Lord’s day. If the child of 
God is filled with the Spirit he will rejoice to claim every 
privilege which the Lord’s Day provides. If he is not 
filled with the Spirit, the yearning heart of.God will not 
be satisfied with a dogged, heartless conformity to an out- 
ward law. If it is not in one’s own heart to observe the 
Lord’s Day, there is something wrong in the heart, and 
God, under such circumstances, does not propose a mere 
outward, unwilling observance; his appeal is rather for 
that cold heart to get right with him. Then, and only 
then, will the Spirit’s power be realized in the outflow of 
those life-transforming elements which should charac- 
terize the life under grace. God works in us both to wili 
and to do of his good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). This is the 
principle of grace as a ruling force in the life, and it 
cannot be comingled with the principle of command- 
ment and law at any point. 

So in the matter of Christian giving under grace, God 
has with great care avoided any law which might be un- 
willingly obeyed. What we are to give is altogether a 
matter of the choice of the heart when filled and led by 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:18). No rules can ever be formed to 
govern this wonderful system of giving. However, cer- 
tain great principles related to Christian giving are dis- 
closed in the central passage dealing with this subject 
(2 Cor. 8:1 to 9:15). 
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First, giving is not by commandment or of necessity 
($8597). 

Second, giving was even out of great poverty (8:2). 

Third, the Lord’s giving of himself is the pattern of 
giving under grace (8:9). 

Fourth, and God will sustain grace giving with limit- 
less temporal resources (9:8-10). 

In this connection it may be seen that those who give 
as much as a tenth are usually prospered in temporal 
things; but, since the believer can have no relation to the 
law, it is evident that this prosperity is the fulfilment of 
the promises under grace rather than the fulfilment of 
promises under law. No blessings are thus dependent 
on the exact tithing. The blessing is bestowed because 
a heart has expressed itself through a gift. It is evident 
that no gift will be made to God from the heart that he 
will not graciously acknowledge. There is no opportunity 
here for designing people to become rich. The giving 
must be from the heart, and the response from God will 
be according to his perfect will for his child. He may 
respond in spiritual riches or temporal blessings as he 
shall choose. 

The pastor who has raised this vital question as to 
whether he should give a tenth on a salary of $1,350 with 
a son in college at an expense of $60 a month, will need 
to find out the mind of God and be led by the Spirit. 
Certain things are obvious: He will have an opportunity 
to give out of real poverty; and, being under grace, it 
would be the purest accident should it prove to be the 
will of God for him to give an exact tenth. It might 
as easily be much more or much less. Should he give a 
tenth because it is commanded under the law, he will have 
committed himself to the whole law to do it, and he will, 
to that extent, have “fallen from grace.”” Those who are 
rich in this world’s goods are certainly saying little to 
God in the matter of sacrificial giving when they give a 
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tenth. On the other hand, we remember how blessed 
‘God’s children have been at times when, under his clear 
leading, they have given their last penny. God alone can 
judge. God alone supplies all that we have. God alone 
leads when we trust him. There is limitless comfort 
in the word, “For if there be first a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not.” 


Among other subjects that might be elaborated 
as teaching the same lesson as the preceding regard- 
ing the misuse of the Old Testament Scriptures, is 
the authority and precedents for the Christian’s en- 
gaging in war. This is not a discussion of his right 
to do so—what is contended for is that the Old Testa- 
ment is not properly to be cited in its support. God 
did command Israel to engage in sanguinary conflict, 
and in modern times many opposing nations have si- 
multaneously appealed to the same identical Scriptures 
as justification for their battling; but none seem to 
remember that when Israel failed in godly obedience 
and devout worship God deliberately turned the tide 
of battle against them, even though they were his. 
chosen people. Where is the nation in these modern 
times that could hope to achieve success by this cri- 
terion; viz., its own righteousness? 

The building of vast and immensely expensive edi- 
fices as Christian places of worship also cries to 
heaven as a bold and unjustifiable practise in this Holy 
Ghost missionary age of Grace, where spirituality and 
not earthly glory and pomp; soul-saving and not human 
pride; self-sacrifice and not fleshly gratification 
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should be the characteristics. Yet this widespread 
paralyzing of the Church’s energy and true service is 
usually defended on the basis of the glory and cost of 
the Jewish temple! Such spiritual astigmatism in 
reading God’s Word is almost heartbreaking to an 
enlightened soul, who knows that in this spiritual, New 
Testament Age no provision is made, nor directions 
given for the construction of material edifices; and 
while their erection may be allowable in the exigencies 
of the case, the extravagant outlay and fleshly pride 
often connected with them is in direct violation of the 
spirit of the Church, whose definitely given mission is 
the evangelization of the world, by which individuals 
become the temples of the Holy Ghost. These are the 
only temples which the New Testament recognizes save 
those mentioned in prophecy, as in the Book of Reve- 
lation. 

The final arraignment will be made in discussing 
what is commonly known as Divine Healing, where 
again Israel and the Church are hopelessly entangled, 
to the confusion of many. That God heals when in 
His sovereignty He elects to do so is not questioned 
by any Christian; nor that prayer is a potent factor. 
All the believer’s needs should promptly and humbly 
be laid before the God of all Grace, but always with 
the proviso uttered by the divine sufferer in Gethsem- 
ane: “Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done.” 
Any honest reading of the passages most frequently 
quoted from the Old Testament concerning bodily heal- 
ing will show they were made to Israel, the context and 
line of thought forbid any other use of them. And 
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no honest reading of the New Testament will give any 
ground whatever for the formulation of a system or 
plan of procedure by which either by anointing, the 
laying on of hands or in any other way the believer. 
in this age is guaranteed exemption from, or the in- 
variable cure of, disease, deformity or illness. 

Paul’s healing work ceased at a certain period in 
his ministry. He himself was not cured, nor were 
some of his companions. And when we look abroad 
to-day we see no uniform or distinctive condition of 
health and longevity among God’s greatest saints, even 
though, or when, they claim healing; rather are they 
often among the most sorely afflicted. Any reader de- 
siring further aid as to this matter should procure the 
books named below.* Each covers this important sub- 
ject from a different viewpoint, and yet there is entire 
harmony in their conclusions. 

Before concluding it will be well to call attention 
to that oft-repeated truth, which seems however to fall 
too often on heedless ears; viz., that the promises to 
Israel are in the main of a temporal nature. Israel 
being the earthly seed of Abraham its promises have 
to do, almost entirely, with earthly prosperity, honors 
and rewards; while the promises to the Church, which 
is made up of the spiritual seed of Abraham, are spir- 
itual in their content. Surely God gives His people in 


*“The Lord and the Body,” by R. V. Bingham, .25, Evangeli- 
cal Publishers, 858 College St., Toronto, Can. 

“Divine Healing under the Lens,” by Charles C. Cook. .35, 
Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phila- 
delphia. 

dDivine Healing,” by J. C. O’Hair. .20, The Author, 313 S. 
Kenilworth Ave., Oak Park, III. 
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this age abounding temporal blessings, but they are 
over and above what He has written in the revelation 
of His will as His main purpose for them. By dis- 
tinguishing this difference many difficulties will be 
avoided. 

A striking illustration of this difference, and yet 
one that is not often noted, is that shown in the judg- 
ments of God upon disobedience and sin. 

In the Old Testament, with few exceptions, the 
punishment for failure to agree with God (and this 
is what all sin is) meted out to even God’s chosen in- 
struments was so swift and sure—especially after the 
Mosaic Law became operative—as to be almost auto- 
matic. 

There comes to mind Moses at the Rock, when he, 
the meekest of men, allowed self to obtrude in the con- 
troversy between God and the people, as shown in the 
angry exclamation, “Hear now, ye rebels; must we 
fetch you water out of this rock?’’—a fault so serious 
as to call for the severe punishment of exclusion from 
Canaan. Elijah affords another instance when the 
too frequent use of the personal pronoun in his lament, 
“T, even I only, am left; and they seek my life to take 
it away,” brought as an unavoidable response his being 
set aside and taken home, that a successor might better 
represent God to His people. Gehazi’s sin was the 
coarse, crude gratification of covetousness in seeking 
graft in connection with his spiritual calling. He se- 
cured the money and clothing, but with it leprosy as a 
judgment for his heinous offense. The same punish- 
ment fell upon King Uzziah as a judgment for a dif- 
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ferent form of sin: that of usurping the priest’s office 
and burning incense in the temple. The priestly garb 
and functions were not his prerogatives and there 
could be only one result for such desecration. In 
Ezekiel, 13th chapter, there is recorded a fearful judg- 
ment upon the disobedient prophets who had dared to 
prophesy peace, when God had proclaimed judgment— 
nothing less than being crushed to death under the in- 
secure wall of their own building. 

That such treatment of man’s failure to comply 
strictly with God’s declared will is not characteristic 
of the New Testament, i. e., the Age of Grace, is shown 
so plainly as to make it apparent to all who desire cor- 
rect knowledge; and yet, strange to say, the fact seems 
to be ignored in the common, popular, traditional and 
sentimental conception. Nevertheless, no matter to 
what extent well-meaning people may moralize on the 
subject Judgment does not now usually follow quickly 
on the heels of transgression; in fact it does so in such 
rare instances as to make them remarkable; though 
despite their rarity, most people enlarge upon them and 
generalize from them as if they were the rule. 

We are not forgetful of that striking instance in the 
early Church, when its complexion was still Jewish, 
of Ananias and Sapphira—stricken dead without warn- 
ing, for their deception. Nor is the illuminating pas- 
sage in Hebrews 2: 2, 3 overlooked, “for if the words 
spoken by angels, was stedfast, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a just recompense of re- 
ward; how shall we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation?” 
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That judgment, in one form or another, according 
to the relationship of the offender to God, will surely 
come is not for a moment questioned, it is the fact 
of its immediacy that is disputed. 

It is a cause for great grief to see in these later 
times even among God’s standard-bearers evidences 
of weak yielding to the specious temptations peculiar 
to the age. Self-seeking, desire for notoriety, lust for, 
prominence and applause, love of ease, the grasping 
for money—these are the forms of peril to which good 
men are yielding and as a consequence the Gospel is 
shamefully merchandised, sensationalism resorted to, 
and truth diluted, and fleshly concessions made which 
in the olden times would have had prompt recogni- 
tion and drastic treatment. It is not so now: offenders 
go unharmed and even increase in prosperity as they 
transgress. 

Along with these conditions there are others of a 
wider scope that go unrebuked and unjudged: the pre- 
vailing injustice in the world, the grinding of the faces 
of the poor, the hardships of illness, deformity, pov- 
erty and distress borne by some of the most blameless 
of earth; while the oppressor—often adding to his sin 
by a profession of Christianity—flourishes in luxury 
and ease sometimes down to a well-preserved old age, 
with no visible marks of divine disfavor resting upon 
him. 

But can it be that God has changed in His demand 
for righteousness and that He now tolerates iniquity 
and injustice? The thought cannot for a moment be 
entertained, for He is the unchanging One who ever 
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turns His face against the violators of the principles 
He has established. What then is the solution? This 
—the answer which alone can clarify many similar 
questions that occur to every thoughtful reader of the 
Word: God’s dealings with men differ in the dispen- 
sation of Grace from those in operation in the past; 
yet He does not now tolerate what He abominated and 
promptly punished then, silent though He be. His, 
attitude is now that of abeyance, in keeping with the 
conditions of His present relationship with man, or- 
dained by His own immutable counsels; yet His dis- 
approval will surely be shown and His judgment surely 
applied at the time and place He has chosen. 


Important Supplementary Considerations 


While the Christian devoutly believes all of the 
Word of God and would not change a letter nor sur- 
render a syllable of it, its miracles also being accepted 
without cavil, yet that he should apply it all to himself 
is distinctly another matter. There is nothing arbi- 
trary in his conduct as to this, for he realizes that it 
would be doing violence to the purpose of God should 
‘he attempt so to apply it. To him the vital question 
is: What is God’s design for me? This it is his busi- 
ness to know, if for no other reason, out of respect 
for the Author ; not to speak of its necessity as a guide 
to the doing of His perfect will intelligently. 

Therefore, no attention should be paid to any criti- 
cism of what is here advocated on the ground that it 
encourages individual, or arbitrary, picking and choos- 
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ing from the Old Testament Scriptures ; for the fact 
is it is just the opposite: God Himself does the pick- 
ing and choosing. He it is who has taken all care in 
placing sign-posts for the uninstructed and safeguards 
everywhere that danger lurks. The simple rule of 
allowing God’s Word to be heard as it speaks for itself 
in designating whom it is addressing and the purport 
of its messages will save endless confusion and 
suffering. 

It has been shown how heedlessness and headstrong 
self-will manifested here have sometimes led to.a fatal 
picking and choosing, as in the case of the men of 
Salem, the Seventh Day Adventists, and in other in- 
stances. Many equally serious examples could be 
given. The great and justly honored John Calvin was 
guilty of this to an incredible degree when he boldly 
seized the Jewish law and uniting Church and -State 
sought thus to govern Geneva. Neither his motives 
nor his stern, personal righteousness are questioned, 
but even these cannot condone his grievous errors, nor 
remove the stain of blood. There were truly horrible 
results. No doubt every reader of these pages would 
properly side with Calvin, doctrinally, as against Ser- 
vetus ; but is there one among them who will sanction 
Calvin’s abetting or at least his consenting to the burn- 
ing of his opponent? Let all be said that can in soft- 
ening the guilt of that occurrence, the charred bones of 
Servetus will be agelong witnesses against the bigotry 
that came as a logical result of the misinterpretation 
of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
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As further evidence there is good reason to believe 
that it was the rigid devotion to the Old Testament 
requirements on the part of the New England fore- 
fathers that was directly responsible for the revolt to 
Unitarianism which succeeding years soon witnessed. 
When was there ever such a reaction? And how loudly 
it speaks against the stiff, artificial devotion to an un- 
scriptural, untenable position. The distressing legacy 
is with us to-day in a flippant, scornful, blasphemous 
Modernism that spares nothing that is sacred. 

Nor should the hue and cry of “Antinomianism” be 
allowed to deflect interest from the cause we are advo- 
cating, for the accusation does not apply. A mere 
“professor of religion” may be against the Law but no 
child of God will be found in this company; for every 
regenerated person has the mind of Christ, yea, the 
Spirit of Christ, and finds the doing of His will his 
delight. In fact, in all our acquaintance among 
Christians we would not know where to find an Anti- 
nomian. But even if there should be some, cannot God 
be safely left to deal with His own? He is pledged 
to their correction (Heb. 12:6) and their guidance, 
and may be fully trusted on the basis of that glorious 
promise: “Being confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 

There is a much more serious danger than this, to 
which the very ones who bring the above-named 
charge are themselves liable. It is that of ““Legalism,” 
which implies the dependence upon law-keeping as a 
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means of salvation, to the ignoring of the precious and 
completely sufficient sacrifice of Christ. It would not 
be fair to say that all who unduly exalt the Law are 
guilty of this, but that they are subject to a strong 
tendency to be swept into the current of this Cross- 
dishonoring position is clearly manifest. Nothing is 
more to be shunned than this; and nothing can be more 
displeasing to God. For if once the gloriously finished 
work of Christ is obscured by any theory, or is marred 
by considerations of conformity to Old Testament re- 
quirements as a means of merit, or to improve one’s 
standing with God—then Christ will have died in vain. 

It is interesting to note in this connection that the 
body of believers popularly known as the Plymouth 
Brethren (to which the whole church fellowship is so 
deeply indebted for the maintenance of sound doctrine 
and a vast amount of Scriptural information) stands 
forth conspicuously as an example of the correct atti- 
tude in the matter here discussed. None among the 
students of the Word devote so much time to the Old 
Testament, nor bring from it as from a gold mine, 
or a treasure-house such rich finds of truth. Their 
expositions of the offerings, the feasts, the tabernacle 
and entire Jewish ritual is replete with lessons of in- 
calculable value, and display a correlation of truth 
and doctrine that is nothing short of marvelous; and 
yet they are not guilty of that misreading and misap- 
plication of the import of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures that is here deplored. Their clear knowledge and 
discriminating spirit as to dividing the Word saves 
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them from this erroneous course and makes them 
in this worthy the emulation of all!* 

The great need of the Lord’s people is a familiarity 
with the New Testament’s demands, upon believers, so 
that they will instinctively recognize the true bearing 
of whatever else they may read in the Word. All else 
will then fall into its proper place and when not recog- 
nized as useful in corroboration of, or as an auxiliary 
to, the precepts in their own special Guide Book, will 
give them no conscientious concern. 

The condition demanded is not a hard one. Many 
Christians master intricate, technical books in pursuit 
of a success in gaining a livelihood, or for mental de- 
velopment ; others read vast amounts of fiction, or apply 
their time to other congenial pursuits. Of how much 
more importance is it to gain a knowledge of the Bible, 
especially as any of its books can be read in so brief 
a portion of time! Reading and rereading, accom- 
panied by prayer and meditation, will surely produce 
familiarity with the sacred record and give increase of 
knowledge, that will indeed make wise unto salvation 
and give a clear reason for the faith within. 

By all means let the Epistles be mastered first, for 
these are the letters addressed to the believer personally 
as a member of the Church, and so they come to him 
more directly than does any other portion of the 
Scriptures; they are his vantage point, his habitat, his 


* The above statement is made at the risk of courting prejudice; 
but the writer is the more free to do so as he has no connection 
with the believers named, except that of the commor bond of 
Christian brotherhood. 
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scheme of life, from which, having become established 
in it, he may make excursions throughout the whole 
domain of the Bible and return laden with treasures 
which a discriminating judgment has enabled him to 
appropriate for his additional instruction, resulting in 
embellishment of character, equipment for service and 
perfection of devotion. Then he will appreciate as 
otherwise he cannot the meaning of the statement that 
“All the promises of God in Christ are yea and amen,” 
for he will know where to place and how to apply them. 


CHAPTER 3: The Believer’s Rule 
of Life 


CHAPTER 3 
© The Believer’s Rule of Life 


The Rule of Life for the believer—by which is 
meant the standard by which he should order or guide 
his conduct—is much misunderstood, and yet it is the 
simplest thing in the world to comprehend when once 
it is fairly stated. It is simply this: The will of Christ 
the Lord as revealed to the inner consciousness of the 
believer by the Holy Spirit, and also as revealed in the 
New Testament Scriptures, especially in that portion 
known as the Pauline Epistles. 

Of the Holy Spirit the Saviour said, speaking to His 
disciples, “He will guide you into all truth’; and as 
to Paul’s writings having a pre-eminent claim upon the 
believer as to his Rule of Life, it is only necessary to 
remember that these writings are definitely and dis- 
tinctly addressed to the Church. In them alone is pre- 
sented Paul’s Gospel (he calls it “my Gospel’), which 
is the complete, full-rounded revelation of God con- 
cerning Gentile participation in all the benefits of the 
Grace which He designs for His church. This revela, 
tion is first declared by Paul. It was a mystery re- 
served for his proclamation to the Gentiles (see Eph. 
3:I-12). 

It is true that throughout the New Testament Scrip- 
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tures there are parallel and corroborative admonitions 
and directions for the believer’s guidance, as indeed 
there are in the Old Testament, but that all Scriptural 
requirements are meant to serve as his rule of practice, 
or are even possible for his observance, cannot be main- 
tained. For instance, the requirements of the Law as 
to worship, sacrifices, feasts, and the like, are by all ad- 
mitted to be no longer binding on the believer; and 
similarly it will be found that even in the synoptic 
Gospels much is of Jewish significance. 

Let it be emphasized that all Scripture is equally 
God’s holy and unchangeable Word, that every syllable 
is fully inspired and to be cherished as the Christian’s 
inalienable possession, being filled with profit, instruc- 
tion and blessing; but no one should claim a purpose 
for portions of the Scriptures which the Scriptures do 
not claim for themselves. The devout Christian finds 
pleasure and profit in the perusal of the entire book. 
In the Old Testament he sees shadows of good things 
to come, and its study is therefore an exercise of rare 
interest and blessing. In it also he is given infor- 
mation that can be found nowhere else: here is the 
account of creation; the authentic history of man, es- 
pecially of God’s‘Chosen People; the plan of redemp- 
tion in type and symbol; prophecies concerning Christ, 
Israel and the nations, many of them fulfilled and some 
yet to be; God’s dealings with individuals and their 
varied experiences, all telling the same story of God’s 
hatred of sin, insistence on righteousness, and judg- 
ment upon the unrepentent; these narratives being 
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woven in differing literary forms which touch the 
heart, warn, instruct, inspire. 

Yet the believer sees that many of these Old Testa- 
ment revelations do not come to him for the ordering 
of his life—these are found in another place, where 
they are given in definite, comprehensive and even sys- 
tematic terms directly to him,—namely, the Pauline 
Epistles! These therefore become his more intimate 
study, meditation and voice of authority. Their ob- 
servance will never lead into violation of any part of 
God’s moral law, wherever and however expressed; 
and further, all else found anywhere as to walk and 
service that coincides with these messages to him as a 
member of the Church of Christ will be used as corrob- 
orative, accessory and illustrative aids. He will, how- 
ever, bear certain illuminating facts in mind, among 
them this: That the promises of God to Israel are—in 
the main—temporal promises, having to do with their 
land and their material interests; this because they are 
an earthly people, the natural descendants of Abraham, 
of whom the sands of the seashore and the dust of the 
earth are used as figures ; while to the Church are given 
spiritual and heavenly promises, in keeping with the 
truth that believers are the heavenly seed of Abraham 
and are represented by the stars. This fact then ad- 
monishes the believer of the care that should be taken 
not to confuse the one set of promises with the other. 

By way of illustration the beautiful Twenty-third 
Psalm may be taken. As it is repeated it is found there 
is nothing in it that does not harmonize fully with 
what is found in the Epistles, therefore the believer. 
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may appropriate all its matchless comfort; its promises 
are adapted to all times. No so, however, with the 
Ninety-first Psalm. The believer is not in any sense 
debarred from reading it and gaining spiritual com- 
fort from it, but to seek to appropriate its material 
promises will likely land him in difficulty and disap- 
pointment; for to expect exemption from epidemic dis- 
eases, or from liability to accidents, or from wounds 
and even death in battle would be bold presumption de- 
nied by myriads of daily occurrences. Nothing but 
blind obstinacy would claim that God’s dear ones are 
any more exempt from disease, accident and death than 
any others. Daily it is shown that some of the most 
obedient of God’s children suffer the greater temporal 
losses, while indifferent Christians and the ungodly 
often go free. The believer has many great and glori- 
ous promises, such as that in Philippians 4:19, 2 Cor- 
inthians 9:8, Romans 8:28, and Hebrews 13:5, but 
these are spiritual in their import. 

To show how common is this fallacy: A book filled 
with valuable teaching has just been read, in which the 
author’s failure to distinguish things that differ ap- 
pears in one instance in a lamentable way. She has 
given the interesting fact that when in the Old Tes- 
tament days the Jews went to appear before the Lord 
to observe their feasts, leaving their homes unpro- 
tected, attacks by enemies were never made at those 
times; God protecting them in recognition of their 
obedience to His commands; and quotes Exodus 34 :24. 

During goo years, it is claimed, no enemy ever ap- 
peared under these circumstances. This is interesting 
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and admits of no contention, but unfortunately she 
adds this erroneous comment: “I would God’s people 
to-day would keep His commands, trusting Him to 
protect them when they obey.” But the author fails 
to refer to any promise given to God’s people in this 
age that warrants any such expectation. There is 
none! Devout attendance on religious meetings, or 
obeying God in any other way, even including sacri- 
ficial service, give no insurance against burglary and 
fire during the Christian’s absence from home, much as 
he is willing to be thus protected. In the case of 
Israel obedience and protection were automatic; it is 
not so to-day. 

Many other portions of Scripture than those pre- 
viously named are not for our appropriation as a guide 
to conduct, or a rule of life, among them the Impre- 
catory Psalms (see Psalms 55, 58, 59) ; those portions 
also that describe Israel’s sanguinary warfare against 
her enemies, when human life was sacrificed without 
mercy, in obedience to God’s commands; some of the 
directions in Proverbs are not for us, nor portions of 
Ecclesiastes; the same may be said of parts of the 
Gospels, for instance, Matthew 10:9, 10. 

Again let is be said, this does not mean that we are 
not to study all the Scriptures. True it is that the Old 
and New Testaments are interwoven, that great prin- 
ciples extend throughout, that it is a continuous nar- 
rative with every part of which every believer should 
become familiar. Every book has its own distinct 
place and presents its own phase of God’s dealings with 
men, so should its import be known to every reader— 
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the message or purpose of the book—what it is par- 
ticularly intended for. It is a cause of real sorrow 
that Christians are so generally unfamiliar with the 
Bible. As they become more versatile in its study they 
will discover for themselves what is here emphasized: 
that to be understood the Bible must be “rightly di- 
vided.” | 

The believer lives under grace, and grace finds its 
home in the Epistles in a notable and distinctive way. 
Here as nowhere else is he in Christ’s school, where 
the Master’s Spirit controls and His teaching is avail- 
able, definite and final, being specially adapted to the 
present Dispensation. The face of the earnest believer 
is ever toward his Teacher, and his heart always open 
to His influence. The question ever before him is: 
What is my Lord’s will as to my time, money, energy, 
activities, associations, thoughts, motives? 

Where is there any room here for mechanical rules 
and precepts, such as were given to Israel? Every 
question is answered here individually; every minute 
possession of the believer is here offered uncondition- 
ally; the Jewish observance of the Sabbath, tithing, 
vows, are all incongruous here. The enlightened soul 
sees that as his Lord gave all he had in sacrifice—to the 
last drop of his blood—so gratitude compels the giving 
of all the life’s powers and possessions in return. The 
Spirit so instructs him, and the Word sustains the 
Spirit’s testimony. 

Let only one verse be applied, Romans 12:1, “I be- 
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
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ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
All is to be laid upon the altar of heartfelt devotion. 
How clearly does this one verse answer many questions 
as to conduct! Grace predicates not only a regenerated 
being, but a consecrated life in which the soul is aflame 
with love—“‘the love of Christ constraineth us.’’ When 
so directed by the Spirit, how is it possible to go 
wrong? Who could here haggle over how little he may 
give or do; or bargain as to what of the world and of 
the flesh he may indulge in or refrain from? Rather 
is the believer impelled by the code of love—written 
on the tables of his heart—so that he offers all he has 
and hails with delight every opportunity he has of 
showing how well he has learned it! Now as to his 
walk and conversation, he will so conduct himself as 
to have a conscience void of offense toward God and 
man; he will have a due regard for the weak con- 
sciences of others and will avoid even the appearance 
of evil; he will surely spend the Lord’s day blamelessly ; 
and by spirit and example in business, social, and home 
life show that he has been with Jesus and has learned 
of Him; he will esteem prayer the greatest privilege on 
earth, and a share in spreading the Gospel an ines- 
timable honor. 

Why is it so difficult to induce Christians to enter 
into this simple life, to accept Christ’s will as supreme 
for every detail, to have no set rule with its hedges, 
reservations, lapses, condonings, and allowances? Be- 
cause this is the Surrendered Life, which involves an 
unqualified submission, and the great majority are 
afraid that Christ will make demands they are not will- 
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ing to meet, and so would rather remain at a distance 
and satisfy conscience by some sort of bargain or 
schedule which takes in only a part of the life and pos- 
sessions and leaves them free as to the remainder. 
They are willing to do and give enough to allow them 
to ‘get by,” and in return for this fragmentary devo- 
tion are eager to seize all of good that is promised, 
even to the extent of appropriating Israel’s blessings, 
though not at all willing to accept the curses pro-. 
nounced upon Israel for failure! Oh, what a joy are 
they missing who know not the believer’s Rule of Life; 
and how they are robbing themselves of life’s greatest 
blessing: a mind constantly at peace in a sense of one- 
ness with the Divine Will! 

The importance of the attitude here presented is em- 
phasized by the fact that any other leads to self-depen- 
dence—the by-path of legality—which in turn is the 
broad highway that so many are pursuing to the quag- 
mire or error and spiritual ruin. Legality is defined as 
“the doctrine of salvation by works, or of conformity 
to law, as distinguished from that by grace”: it is de- 
luding oneself with the belief that he is saved by keep- 
ing the law, hence he becomes his own saviour, and in 
consequence exalts his own righteousness; further, to 
the degree he thinks he is succeeding in his efforts to 
excel he will foster pride and spiritual vanity. His ex- 
periences and achievements occupy his thought and 
too often become the theme of his conversation. He 
seems never to have read the Word which says, “by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight” (Rom. 3:20), also Gal. 2:16 and Rom. 4:5. 
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To those who err here Christ is not All, and Grace is 
unknown in all but name. 

There is another vital reason for clearness here; 
namely, as to the true significance of Grace, where its 
real instruction lies, and whence its inspiration springs : 
knowledge here is the only antidote for all the heresies 
with which our modern times are cursed. When Grace 
is intelligently understood every citadel of error falls; 
while ignorance of its true import makes the Bible con- 
fusion, and leaves the mind open for every miserable 
invention masquerading as Truth. 

When Grace is understood the believer has all other 
doctrines in proper proportion and perspective. He 
sees now that he cannot live in two houses at the same 
time. He sees that Sinai and Zion—while related— 
are not identical; that their character and import are 
altogether different: the one having the mandate of 
death for the slightest infringement, while the latter 
is the only way into the liberty of the sons of God. 

He knows now why God is silent as to man’s rebel- 
lion, and his many acts of outrageous wickedness; 
namely, because Christ is still the High Priest inter- 
ceding, and not yet (as He will in due time be) the 
Judge to crush with wrath and condemnation. He 
sees why he is not to seek to reform the world, but 
to win men out of it; namely, because it is now God’s 
clearly expressed purpose to gather from among the 
Gentiles an elect company as a bride for His Son; that 
regeneration, so far as men will yield, is now His wish 
for them and not reformation. So called Pentecostal 
and Healing cults, Tongues movements, as well as 
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sacerdotalism, priestly intervention, temporal power— 
all these things are given their proper position. 

Let Grace be known, and accepted, and proud Rome 
would topple quickly to its fall. Law-keeping as a re- 
ligion would disappear before the light. Cults like 
Russellism, Spiritism, Christian Science and the vari-— 
ous forms of ‘New Thought’—all of which make 
man his own saviour—would never show their masked 
faces. All these have, to a greater or less extent, mis- 
appropriated or misapplied God’s Word shamefully, 
and to this they owe their being. They dip into the 
great revelation of God’s truth and arbitrarily select 
what suits their purpose, with no thought as to whom 
statements were originally made, or how they were 
intended. All such efforts would have failed entirely 
if Grace had in former times been taught, the Pauline 
writings emphasized as the Rule of Faith and Prac- 
tice for the Church, and the Holy Spirit’s mission 
recognized, for then would it have been clearly seen 
that Grace alone brings Salvation with all its attend- 
ant blessings—the Holy Spirit’s indwelling, the eager 
desire for a holy life, and the devotion of all the 
powers to doing the will of Christ from the motive 
of gratitude and love. 

In the light of Grace shining from the Cross of 
Calvary alone is seen the plan and purpose of God for 
this present age! 

An illustrative line of reasoning will now be given 
with the hope that it will further clarify the subject: 

Here is a Christian of seasoned character and 
marked spiritual attainments, whose unassuming pro- 
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fession is recognized and honored by all. What is it 
that holds him to his hatred of and abstinence from 
sin; a life of separation; resistance to the world, the 
flesh and the devil; generosity in all good causes; un- 
selfishness and the spirit of sacrifice; practical interest 
in the poor and suffering; and the salvation of souls at 
home and abroad? 

Ts it the law of Moses, the imperative voice of the 
Ten Commandments? No, decidedly not. These do 
not enter into the calculations of his life. They are 
not repudiated, nor condemned, nor antagonized, but 
they are entirely ignored as to having any authority, 
over, or relationship to him. Their authenticity as be- 
ing of divine origin is not questioned, nor their use- 
fulness in their appropriate place denied, nor their in- 
spiration as records annulled; all that is said about 
them in Scripture is taken at full, face value; but when 
this is said concerning them, all is said as far as he 
is concerned. 

He knows they were never addressed to him, and 
if they had been would not now be operative, seeing 
that he is in the realm of Grace, which high position 
is his through the Sacrifice of Christ, the same having 
so fully met all the demands of the Law of Moses that 
the latter can never again present a claim. 

He also knows that through the acceptance, by faith, 
of the sacrifice of Christ, he has been transformed in 
his nature, so that the sins against which Moses’ Law 
was directed have no dominion over him; and even 
should the weakness of the flesh, from which neither 
he, nor anyone else, is yet delivered, or the specious 
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devices of Satan lead him into yielding to temptation, 
the condition is temporary and is soon to be followed by 
confession and a deeper hatred than ever for all that 
pertains to the kingdom of darkness. 

To him the Scriptures are so clear in teaching the 
correctness of the attitude here set forth, in fact, so . 
imperative as to his adopting it, that it becomes a 
wonderment how any spiritually minded Christian can 
believe otherwise. To his view the veil upon the eyes 
of those who do seems heavy and the logical reason 
for their pitiful floundering in the bog of Legalism, 
the ditch of Holiness profession and the slough of 
erroneous interpretation. 

He reads in the Bible statements and commands like 
the following, whose definiteness admits of no argu- 
ment: “Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the 
son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son 
of the freewoman” (Gal. 4:30). A reading of the 
context makes the meaning clear: Hagar, Abraham’s 
concubine is used by Paul as the type of Mt. Sinai— 
The Law! Two condemnatory charges are brought 
and one unequivocal command: 1. Agar, Sinai, the Law 
—genders to (begets) bondage. 2. Agar, Sinai, the 
Law is in bondage with her children. 3. Agar (the 
bondwoman), Sinai, the Law is to be cast out. 

Again, “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become 
dead to the law by the body of Christ” (Romans 7:4). 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth’”’ (Romans 10:4). 

These and many other passages, especially in Gala- 
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tians, that thesaurus of Grace, that require no com- 
ment might be given. 

Freely does our Christian admit that when Paul in 
Romans argues the believer’s freedom from the Law, 
he always intertwines therewith the necessity of the 
believer’s freedom from the law of sin and death, that 
is, he must endeavor to bring his practice up to the 
level of his privilege and profession. The Apostle 
brings his argument to a climax with the exclama- 
tion: “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid.” (Romans 6:1, 2.) 

None is more desirous of admitting the fogegoing 
than our hypothetical Christian; in fact, he considers 
it the heart of his contention; namely, that the realiza- 
tion of his freedom from the Law of Moses by the 
born-again, Spirit-filled believer * leads to that con- 
formity to the mind of Christ which is the aim of 
the New Testament admonitions. By this process 
Christ becomes the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth; and so the righteousness 
of the law is fulfilled in us: Christ who comes into 
the believer’s heart 7s the righteousness of the Law. Is 
the bond of union between the believer and the will of 
God here emphasized considered by some too weak, so 
that it must be strengthened or reinforced with an 
admixture of Moses’ Law? Nay, it is of itself the 
strongest power conceivable and the only power essen- 
tial to the maintenance of the believer in a life of holy 


* Not the mere professor, who as a doomed hypocrite does not 
enter into this discussion, though those of the contrary part seem 
prone to hopelessly confuse him with the true believer. 
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devotion. Its tensile strength is stronger than that of 
any moral or spiritual quality or substance known to 
man. It is this to which the Apostle refers when he 
exclaims: “The love of Christ constraineth (to hold 
together) us’ (2 Cor. 5:14). It is not then “the law 
of Moses” that constraineth; nor is it the love of Christ 
that constraineth us to keep the law of Moses. Paul 
is stating the principle which actuated him in his ex- 
traordinary and disinterested zeal for the highest 
blessing of others. The phrase is best understood as 
denoting both the love which Christ bears toward us, 
and our love towards Him. What power for conse- 
crated, self-denying service and for holy living can 
equal this? Its cords are woven of the strands of 
divine affection and the grateful devotion of the re- 
deemed soul and is therefore unbreakable. 

If any reader is still in doubt let him ask himself 
if he really has any confidence in a reliance on law 
as a deterrent of self-indulgence, or as a lever to ele- 
vate one to a higher spirituality. That it is thus effec- 
tive is not the writer’s observation, rather just the 
contrary. Ignorance of the true meaning of “the 
liberty of the sons of God,” with its exaltation of the 
law in the vague and indefinite way that is every- 
where seen is usually accompanied by the practical 
disregard for the specific demands of the latter. Many 
theoretically place themselves under the Law and then 
break its bonds with impunity. It is not the knowledge 
and practice of Grace that leads to the present-day 
laxity and lawlessness, but the unhallowed, illogical 
and confusing blending of Law and Grace that is re- 
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sponsible. This is illustrated and attested by the at- 
titude of the great majority toward what is called “the 
Sabbath.” Nearly all men—saints and sinners—have 
a hazy conception that it has some kind of claim upon 
them, but comparatively few among them show it any 
proper respect, and would not know how to state its 
proper observance. The instructed believer, on the 
other hand, delights to use his Lord’s day, not ac- 
cording to any Sabbath law given to Israel, but led by 
the indwelling Spirit, as a blessed means toward the 
securing spiritual benefits. 


“There are many who are in utter confusion of mind 
about the meaning of the Bible because, even in preach- 
ing, the children’s meat is thrown to the dogs, and 
passages that relate only to the unregenerate are ad- 
dressed to believers, and the Jew and Gentile are all 


mixed up without the slightest discrimination.” 
James H. Brookes. 


CHAPTER 4: The Truth About 
the Law 


CHAPTER 4 


The Truth About the Law 


What Is the Place of Old Testament Law in the New 
Testament Church? 


The Law—Moral and Ceremonial—together with 
all the Scriptures in the Old Testament was given by 
God to Israel, and never to Gentile nations. 

Those to whom this statement may sound strange 
and who are disposed to dispute it, can make good their 
contention only by furnishing proof to the contrary. 
This will be found impossible, for history, however 
closely scrutinized, nowhere records the fact. The 
slightest knowledge of history will substantiate the 
following statements; namely, that to Gentile nations 
Israel’s law was never given, and that they cared noth- 
ing whatever for it, looking: upon it only with dis- 
dain. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece 
and Rome, the successive great world-powers, with 
whose history that of Israel was more or less closely 
intertwined, had their own sacred writings, and their 
own gods, and treated with contempt all that was in- 
cluded in the religion of a small, despised nation with 
a strange tongue, and governed by seemingly absurd 
restrictions. 

It is true that later when the Old Testament Scrip- 
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tures had been translated into Greek, the then world- 
language (The Septuagint—B. C. 286), and were cir- 
culated far and wide, and thus made more accessible 
to other nations, they were regarded as objects of great 
interest, eagerly read, and exerted a strong influence 
in molding the thoughts and conceptions of men. 

Even more than this is true and may be freely ad- 
mitted ; namely, that when the Church arose and grad- 
ually became a force in the world, the Old Testament, 
along with the New, was published to the (then) ends 
of the earth, and many nations were radically affected 
by the influence of both. Nevertheless to none of the 
nations, as such, were either of these books addressed, 
nor given, in a direct sense. These revelations from 
God fell into the hands of the various nations in the 
natural course of events. But notwithstanding the fa- 
vorable reception accorded these books by the governing 
powers of the nations (largely due to the amalgama- 
tion of the Church and the world under Papal influ- 
ence, involving modifications in their spirit, changes in 
their laws, etc.), it remains unalterably true that the 
Old Testament pertained definitely to Israel, and the 
New Testament to the Church, and to no others. 

The fact is that unregenerated nations (and all na- 
tions may thus be designated), and a world-ruling 
Church (as developed in the Papacy) could not in the 
very nature of the case appropriate and incorporate 
within themselves New Testament teachings, for these 
latter are spiritual, and always place emphasis on the 
qualities of humility, forbearance and love—the very 
qualities most at variance with the world-spirit, and 
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which world-powers are consequently bound to ignore 
and repudiate. Therefore it was in the Old Testament 
that were found those principles best adapted to the 
purposes of human government, and accordingly these 
were to a greater or lesser degree incorporated into the 
various systems of human law. 

Especially is this true of the Ten Commandments, 
which, being brief and definite, easily lent themselves 
to the purposes of human legislation. 

Freely is it agreed that to the extent that Gentile 
nations in any age have thus borrowed these Jewish 
laws of divine authorship, to that extent have they 
benefited. For these laws represent God’s unchang- 
ing principles of righteousness, obedience to which is 
aways wholesome. 

And even though these laws have been warped, dis- 
torted, mutilated and modified by human governing 
agencies that appropriated them, still they have been an 
improvement upon what preceded them; namely, the 
laws which had only a human, that is to say, a pagan 
origin. 

BUTSHAS NOT*THE LAW AND INDEED 
THE ENTIRE OLD TESTAMENT BEEN GIVEN 
TO THE CHURCH? Again the answer is No, if 
by being given to the Church is meant that the Old 
Testament is in any sense intended to be to the Church 
a rule of faith and practice. It has come into the pos- 
session of the Church, and that in a more real and 
definite sense than it came into the hands of Gentile 
nations. In fact it is a part of the Church’s heritage,— 
a priceless heirloom that has many glorious uses. It is 
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truly inspired and of intense interest because of its 
peerless historical account of creation, and of the race, 
—especially Israel; because of its matchless devotional 
portions that comfort the hearts of men in all ages; its 
revelation of the marvelous attributes and works of 
God; its specifications of God’s plans and purposes; 
but perhaps most of all on account of its illuminating 
prophecies, many of them since fulfilled, and many 
others yet to be, the fulfilment of the former being an 
earnest to the believing heart of the reality of the lat- 
ter. Nevertheless the Old Testament is to the Chris- 
tian believer still the Old Testament or Covenant, and 
therefore cannot be his rule of faith and practice, for 
to him has been given the New Testament or Covenant. 
A new covenant must of necessity supersede an old 
one, especially when the old was definitely given to 
a distant people by name, and under special and pe- 
culiar circumstances, differing entirely from those 
which accompanied the giving of the New. 

The ignoring of this fact and the indiscriminate ap- 
propriation of the Old Testament by the Church have 
led to endless confusion and direful results. Even in 
the Apostles’ time the “Judaizing” of the Church was 
the source of much error, and caused the Apostle Paul, 
especially, much labor to correct. The Epistle to the 
Galatians was written with the definite end in view 
to counteract the alarming tendency to mingle law 
and grace. ‘These difficulties were a continuation of 
the Saviour’s troubles in getting His disciples to com- 
prehend the scope of His mission after His rejec- 
tion by Israel; namely, that the Gospel was now in- 
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tended for world-wide dissemination, and that the 
Gentiles were to have as large a share in its blessings 
as God’s people, Israel. 

Whatever excuse there may have been for misap- 
prehension in former times, none exists now, and es- 
pecially since Galatians was written, for there the line 
of demarcation between the purposes of Law (the Old 
Testament message) and of Grace is clearly drawn. 

Therefore as a rule of life the Old Testament has 
for the believer now no controlling value. To fol- 
low its teachings would be not only to prefer the 
shadow to the substance, but would lead to hopeless 
confusion, inaccuracy, and erroneous practices and 
methods. 

In the New Testament, however, the Christian has 
a complete work by which to regulate his life from 
start to finish. He requires absolutely no further in- 
structions. No need is unattended to, no requirement 
omitted, no advice forgotten, no warning slighted, no 
necessary information withheld. Directions abound 
for every step of the way from beginning to end, so 
that if the Christian had never seen a copy of the Old 
Testament he would be adequately prepared to order 
the course of his life, in every detail, in accordance 
with the will of God.* 


* The writer is fully aware of the statements in I Cor. 10: 6, 11, 
and elsewhere, where illustrations to enforce truth are drawn 
from the Old Testament. There are many such throughout the 
New Testament, and also illustrations drawn from nature, and 
from almost every sphere of intelligence, showing that profit 
may be derived from examples everywhere. Yet these Old 
Testament allusions do not conflict in the slightest degree with 
the author’s argument. Besides, being incorporated in the New 
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Now may be profitably considered The Claims of 
Law upon the Christian Believer. 

It has an interesting relationship to him as we have 
seen, and a high and honorable place in the plan of 
God, but that it has any claim whatever upon the be- 
liever to-day cannot be sustained a moment, if the light 
of New Testament truth is allowed to illuminate the 
subject. 

This will be better understood if we reflect upon the 
purpose of the Law. We quote from another: 

“T. The Moral and Ceremonial Laws: 

“The Moral Law of the Old Testament is summed 
up in the Ten Commandments. The Ceremonial Law 
is spread out over the remainder of the Pentateuch. 
The Moral Law sets forth God’s mind as to what Israel 
ought to be. But in view of the fact that the Israelites 
were not what they ought to be, God gave them the 
Ceremonial Law with its provisions of priesthood and 
sacrifice in order that when the Israelites sinned they 
might have the means of atoning for their sin, and re- 
ceiving pardon for it. Jehovah gave Israel the Ten 
Commandments in order to keep them from sinning, 
but knowing that they would sin in spite of them, He 
gave them a way of escape from the consequences of 
their evil doing. In the Ten Commandments the Lord 
told Israel what they must do if they would be holy 
as He was holy, and then in the Levitical Law He told 
them what they might do in case they failed to be 


Testament these statements become a part of its message and 
testimony, being in harmony with it, as indeed many of the 
Old Testament teachings are. 
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holy. In His righteousness He gave them stern com- 
mands to keep, and in His mercy He gave them sacri- 
fices to cover their violation of the commands. The 
Moral Law revealed Israel’s duty as sinners. The 
Ceremonial Law revealed their privilege as sinners. 
The Ten Commandments displayed the principles of 
holiness that were later manifested in Christ’s life and 
character, while the principles of sacrifice and atone- 
ment in the Levitical Law were manifested in His sac- 
rificial, atoning death. He was the fulfilment of the 
Moral and the Ceremonial Laws. He was all that the 
former required that Israel should be—He was holy; 
and He did all that the latter required should be done 
on behalf of guilty men—He offered a sacrifice for 
sin. 

“TI. The Ministration of Death: 

“The Commandments, while declaring what Israel 
ought to be, reveal what Israel is not. They are 
Israel’s ideal and their condemnation—their ideal 
because they are God’s standards of life, and their con- 
demnation because they reveal their sin with its eter- 
nal consequences. The Apostle declares the ideal na- 
ture of the Law when he says, ‘the Jaw is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and just, and good’ (Rom. 7:12). 
He also declares its condemnatory nature when he 
calls it, ‘the ministration of death, the ministration of 
condemnation’ (II. Cor. 3:7, 9). Jehovah has said, 
‘the soul that sinneth, it shall die’ (Ezek. 18:4, 20), 
and the law, which reveals man’s sin, inflicts penalty 
upon him. The broken commandments, the violated 
law, visit him with condemnation. Hence, the apostle’s 
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designation, ‘the ministration of condemnation, the 
ministration of death.’ 

“TIT. Not the Way of Salvation: 

“The Ten Commandments are not, and never were, 
the way of salvation for a sinner. ‘By the works of 
the law shall no flesh be justified’ (Gal. 2:16). They. 
were given to God’s professing people as the means 
whereby they might serve Him. Yet, if they kept them 
all, or seemed to keep them as good men do outwardly, 
they were not thereby saved. They were saved wholly 
by reason of the fact that they repented of their sin 
when they offered sacrifice for it, and were forgiven 
by His grace. Salvation in the past dispensation as 
truly as in the present, was ‘not of works, lest any 
man should boast,’ but ‘according to His mercy’ He 
saved them of that day, and us of this day (Eph. 2:9; 
Titus 3:5). Try as hard as Israel could, they could 
not keep God’s law, and therefore their only hope was 
in His grace. But when they deliberately broke His 
law, and served idols instead of Him, they showed 
that they did not fear to displease Him, that they did 
not desire His grace, and therefore incurred His right- 
eous judgment. The law brings condemnation upon 
all who fail to keep it, both good and bad, for ‘cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them’ (Gal. 3:10). 
But in the case of the former, God’s grace, because of 
their penitence, removes the condemnation; while in 
the case of the latter, there is no grace to remove the 
condemnation, because there is no penitence, and the 
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condemnation takes eternal effect. "The law is the 
‘ministration of death’ to all men.” 
Cuar es H. Fountain. 


The foregoing should be sufficient to establish the 
status of the Law, and to show conclusively that it has 
no claim upon the Christian believer. Should any fur- 
ther proof be required it is found in many New Tes- 
tament passages. In Romans 7:4 we read that be- 
lievers “fare become dead to the law by the body of 
Christ,” which teaches us that the “body of Christ” 
crucified is a barrier between the violated Law and the 
redeemed sinner, which the Law cannot pass in its en- 
deavor to reach him. Christ came not to destroy the 
law but to fulfil it (Matt. 5:17). This He did when, 
having lived His perfect life of obedience, He gave 
Himself a substitute for sinners. He fulfilled the de- 
mands of the Law, and therefore the believer is free 
from its condemnation; and as to its moral require- 
ments he is led into another and higher sphere. The 
Law remains just as exacting as it ever was: sin, trans- 
gression, all violations of the inflexible righteousness 
of God are as heinous in His sight as ever, but since 
Christ by His death made a perfect atonement for a 
violated Law, the Law cannot reach the believing trans- 
gressor, because he is hiding behind Christ—his cham- 
pion—whose dead body is an eternal witness that the 
demands of the Law have been fully met. “The law 
was given by Moses but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ” (John 1:17). That is to say, under the benign 
influence of Grace and Truth, and with a new nature 
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imparted to him, the believer is expected to become 
dead to the Law in another sense; namely, he should 
live so victoriously over sin that the Law can have no 
accusation against him on any account. This is the ex- 
pectation and the possibility for him as set forth in 
the eighth chapter of Romans; yet being still in the 
flesh (which is another name for the old nature) he is 
still liable to err and to sin. This condition, however, 
causes him to be dealt with in another way; he is not 
haled to the bar of Moses’ Law, for the realm of 
Grace has its own method of dealing with the sins of 
believers (its subjects) and under no circumstances 
are they condoned or lightly esteemed. The sinning of 
believers is attended with three results; namely, 

1. The transgressor immediately loses the divine 
blessing, communion with God is at once severed; no 
machine ever invented works so automatically as this 
principle. Just as cold and darkness drive out warmth 
and light, so does the entrance of sin into the believ- 
er’s life displace the joy of fellowship with God, how- 
ever fairly the outward semblance of devotion may be 
maintained. 

2. Discipline is meted out, sooner or later, to the 
sinning believer. This is clearly stated in 1 Cor. 11: 
31, 32, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chast- 
ened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned 
with the world.” (See also Heb. 12:7; 1 Cor. 5:5; 
Ey Lim. 2220.) 

3. And finally, the believer’s case will be adjudicated 
at the Judgment Seat of Christ, where the conduct of 
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Christians will be reviewed and the degree of their 
reward be determined : ‘““Wherefore also we make it our 
aim, whether at home or absent to be well-pleasing 
unto Him. For we [believers] must all be made 
manifest before the judgment seat of Christ; that each 
one may receive the things done in the body, accord- 
ing to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad” 
(2 Cor. 5:9,10). 

This method of dealing with the believer for his 
shortcomings precludes “the ministration of death” 
which was the punishment executed upon transgres- 
sors 1n the Dispensation of Law. 

Another graphic passage that assures the believer’s 
freedom from the demands of the Law is that found 
in Colossians 2:14, where Christ is seen as “Blotting 
out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross.” 

A further interesting and instructive fact regard- 
ing the Ten Commandments is that they were by our, 
Lord condensed and embodied in two, namely, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with ali thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment. And the sec- 
ond is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. There is none other commandment greater 
than these’ (Mark 12:30, 31). And these two Com- 
mandments are again condensed into one simple, all- 
inclusive sentence, “Love is the fulfilling of the lawr’ 
(Romans 13:10). He who has been regenerated by 
the power of the. Holy Spirit, and become the bond- 
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slave of Jesus Christ, being constrained by the love of 
Christ, needs no rules and laws of command as an 
incentive to loving service. The language of his 
heart is: 
“I worship thee, sweet will of God, 
And all thy ways adore; 


And every day I live I seem 
To love thee more and more.” 


But some one may ask, If the foregoing be true, 
why then are the Ten Commandments (with the ex- 
ception of the fourth or Sabbath commandment) in- 
corporated—though it be with altered phraseology— 
in the New Testament ?* 

The answer is: This is done for the guidance and 
benefit of the babes in Christ—converts from igno- 
rance and paganism—who need to be dealt with as un- 
developed children, by the use of specific directions to 
avoid any possibility of misunderstanding, until their 
capacity for an apprehension of the truth is enlarged. 

Moreover it will be found that the interpretation 
placed upon these Commandments, as indeed the en- 
tire standard of conduct, is much higher in the realm 
of Grace than in the Dispensation of Law. But their 
claim is never accompanied by the peremptory lan- 
guage of Sinai: “Thou shalt!’ and “Thou shalt not!” 
but rather by admonitory accents: “Let him that stole 
steal no more,” “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord,” etc., etc. And never is the threatened punish- 
ment for their violation—Death! for as we have seen 


*See “The Ten Commandments as found in the New Testa- 
ment” on page III. 
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the ministration of death inheres in the Law of Moses, 
but not in the doctrines of Christ for the Age of 
Grace. And so we read: 


“For ye are not come unto the mount that might be 
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and 
darkness, and tempest. 

And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; 
which voice they that heard entreated that the word should 
not be spoken to them any more: 

(For they could not endure that which was commanded, 
And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall 
be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 

And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake:) 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumer- 
able company of angels, 

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel.” 

(Hebrews 12:18-24) 


What is the Old Testament Relationship to the Individual, 
Unregenerate Gentile Today? 


The answer is: It is what may be termed an acci- 
dental or incidental relationship, for the reason that 
the Old Testament was never addressed to a Gentile 
individual, nor directly sent to him. Before the Gos- 
pel Age God “passed by’ the Gentiles, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry was to “the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.’’ Judaism was not a missionary 


108 §God’s Book Speaking for Itself 


or propaganda system. God built a hedge about His 
people to keep them separate from the nations about 
them, and give them directions that made them pecu- 
liar. There were occasional proselytes from the peoples 
about them, but never enough to make the matter con- 
spicuous.* 

Now can be seen the incongruity of seeking to es- 
tablish a relationship between the Old Testament 
Scriptures and the modern Gentile. He may read 
God’s book and become familiar with its contents; he 
may prize it highly as a historical record, a literary 
repository, a thesaurus of wisdom, as many eminent 
men in all ages have done; he may laud it above all 
productions as to the superiority of its moral and 
ethical standards, and may even believe in its divine 
inspiration; yet it has for him no message, save as its 
high exactions of righteousness and godliness con- 
demn him. Not a single line of its promises is for him, 
nor does a single ray of hope from its pages illumine 
his path.+ 


* When Israel manifested the proselytizing spirit it was at the 
time of their greatest spiritual decay, and when they had least 
to give; see Matt. 23: 15. 

+If such passages as “Ho, every one that thirsteth (Isaiah 
55:1, etc.), are called to mind, it must be remembered that they 
have a meaning to be understood only by New Testament illumi- 
nation. They are prophetic in their nature. We now know to 
what they refer; namely, the universal Gospel, and we so use 
them, but they had no such meaning to the back-slidden Israelite 
of old to whom they were addressed. He doubtless understood 
them as admonitions to confession, return to God, participation 
in the form of worship given, and the enjoyment of the bounty 
that followed obedience; but not at all as referring to Gospel 
salvation, as to any such thing he was absolutely ignorant. How 
much less then can an unenlightened Gentile comprehend their 
significance, unless they are interpreted to him by the New 
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But does not the New Testament also condemn the 
unregenerate Gentile and leave him no standing before 
God? It does; but, unlike the Old Testament, it shows 
him also a way of escape. Indeed, the New Testa- 
ment may be said to be addressed to the unregenerate 
in this sense, that it is God’s proclamation to all men 
everywhere of the way of Salvation. It is His Mes- 
sage of Reconciliation to all of earth’s inhabitants. 
The “Whosoever” of the Gospel proclaims its world- 
wide scope. There are many passages that establish 
its purpose for the unsaved; namely, ‘““Now [God] 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent’ (Acts 
17:30), “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden” (Matt. 11:28), “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” (Matt. 16:15), 
“Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 

But with these and similar passages (thank God for 
their great number and their extreme simplicity!) the 
purpose of the New Testament to the unregenerate, as 
such, ends. Neglecting these affectionate and urgent 
appeals of God, all else in the book is sealed to his 
sight and understanding, because “the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him: neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 

The unregenerate are not condemned for their dis- 
obedience to any of the moral requirements of the New 


Testament revelation? And, in the very nature of the case, it 
is only with the New Testament implication that they can now 
come to him at all. 
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Testament, as also they are not for violating the com- 
mands of the Old, which, as we have seen, were never 
given to them; their condemnation lies entirely im their 
failure to accept the Lord Jesus Christ—God’s Sacrifice 
for Sin—as their Saviour! This gracious offer of God 
neglected by the unregenerate man, nothing else that he 
does or leaves undone pleases God. Being a rebel, an 
unrepentent transgressor, he cannot draw near to God, 
much less bargain with Him. “He that believeth not 
is condemned already” (John 3:18). 

It is not correct therefore to speak of an unbeliever 
as being “on probation,’ for the sentence has already 
gone forth against him. Being without Christ, he hag 
“no hope and is without God in the world” (Eph. 
2:12). Even his good conduct and deeds are no 
recommendation to God, and when depended upon be- 
come added obstacles to his entrance to God’s favor. 

In view of these facts, those who approach the un- 
regenerate with the advice “to live a manly Christian 
life,” “to keep the Commandments,” or, “to begin to 
practice the Sermon on the Mount” prove themselves 
to be “blind leaders of the blind.” 

There is only one suitable admonition for the sin- 
ner; namely, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” Obeying this by exercising faith 
in Christ, he is born again, receives the Holy Spirit as 
the indwelling Comforter and Guide (John 7:38, 39), 
and with a heart bounding with grateful love is now. 
equipped for a life of acceptable worship, consistent 
conduct and faithful service! 
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The Ten Commandments as Found in the New Testameut 


In that remarkable book by D. M. Canright: 
“Seventh Day Adventism Renounced,” will be found 
on pages 346-349 an interesting portion entitled, ‘““Emi- 
nent authors on the Decalogue.’’ We make only one 
selection, an incident related by Mrs. Emily C. Judson, 
in the “Life of Adoniram Judson,” by his son, Dr. 
Edward Judson. Mrs. Judson says that her husband 
once reproved her for introducing some lessons from 
the Old Testament in her Bible classes, comparing it 
to groping among shadows when she might just as well 
have the noonday sun! Mrs. Judson, in relating the in- 
cident, says: “My impression, drawn from many a 
long talk, is that he considered the Old Testament as 
the Scriptures given to the Jews especially, and to them 
only. He did not like the distinction commonly drawn 
between the Moral and Ceremonial Law, and some- 
times spoke, with an earnestness amounting to se- 
verity, of the constant use made of the Ten Command- 
ments by Christians. He thought the Old Testament 
very important as explanatory and corroborative of 
the New—as a portion of the inspiration which came 
from God, etc., but binding on Christians only so far 
as repeated in the New Testament. He used to speak 
of the Mosaic Law as fulfilled in Christ, and so having 
no further power whatever; and to say that we have 
no right to pick out this as Moral and therefore obli- 
gatory, and the other as Ceremonial and no longer de- 
manding obedience. Practically we had nothing to da 
with the Old Testament Law.” 
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Here we have the Ten Commandments as repro- 
duced in the New Testament: 
I. None other gods. 

“God'is-one’ (Galii3:20): 

“There is one God” (1 Tim. 2:5). 

“To us there is one God, the Father, and one Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 8:4-6). 

“One Spirit, one Lord, one God and Father of all” 
(Eph. 4:3-6). 

II. Idolatry forbidden. 

“Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them” 
(iCors1o0r7 ), , 

“Dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Cor. 10:14). 

“Keep yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21). 

III. The Name of the Lord thy God. 

“But now ye also put off all these; . . . blasphemy 
Oe COS (Os 

“Hallowed be thy name” (Matt. 6:9). 

IV. The Sabbath. 

This commandment is not reproduced in the New 
Testament, showing that the Sabbath was (is) a Jew- 
ish institution (see Exodus 31:13). See how definite 
are the references, in the Church Epistles, to the be- 
liever’s freedom from obligation to this Jewish day: 
“Ye observe days and months and times, and years, I 
am afraid of you” (Gal. 4:10-11). “Let no man judge 
you ... in respect of an holy day, or of the new 
moon, or of the Sabbath days; which are a shadow of 
things to come” (Col. 2:16, 17). 

The “first day” of the Christian is altogether dif- 
ferent from the Jewish Sabbath. It is nowhere called 
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“the Sabbath.” It commemorates the Resurrection of 
the Lord, and its blessings and privileges are embraced 
with gratitude by devout hearts. 

V. Honor thy father and mother. 

“Honor thy father and mother” (Eph. 6:2). 

“Children, obey your parents in all things: for this 
is well pleasing unto the Lord” (Col. 3:20). 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth (continues) in death. Whosoever hat- 
eth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 
3:14, 15). (in this entire chapter the contrast be- 
tween the children of light and the children of dark- 
ness is clearly shown. ) 

VII. Adultery. 


“But fornication, and all uncleanness . . . let it not 
be once named among you as becometh saints.” “No 
whoremonger, no unclean person... hath any in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 
53 5): 

“The works of the flesh are .. . adultery” (Gal. 
5:19). 


VIII. Stealing. 

“Let him that stole steal no more” (Eph. 4:28). 
IX. False witness. 

“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man 
truth with his neighbor” (Eph. 4:25). 

“Love thinketh no evil” (1 Cor. 13:5). 
X. Coveting. 
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“Covetousness, let it not be once named among you, 
as becometh saints” (Eph. 5:3). 

A knowledge of and compliance with what is pre- 
sented in the foregoing article would accomplish a 
much-to-be-desired double purpose. On the one hand 
it would preserve Seventh Dayists from the confusion 
and misdirected zeal involved in “Law-keeping,”’ which 
frequently brings them into conflict with governmental 
law, and so offers them opportunities for suffering, 
what they term persecution; while on the other hand 
it would correct the opposite extreme of error so preva- 
lent in the churches of to-day; namely, the seeking to 
influence civil governments to enact and enforce pro- 
hibitory laws found in the Old Testament Scriptures, 
thus endeavoring to control the conduct of unregen- 
erate men by means of “the secular arm.” These ef- 
forts tend toward a union of Church and State, the 
fearful results of which are so plainly recorded in his- 
tory as to prove a sufficient warning against the possi- 
bility of a relapse. 

Governments may base their laws on the Old Tes- 
tament code—as on any other—and benefit to the ex- 
tent they do so, but law-making and law-enforcement 
are no part of the work to which the Church of Christ 
has been called. 

In the Age of Grace a minister may preach about the 
Law, as he may profitably preach about anything 
found in the Bible in his effort to give instruction, to 
explain the Word, or to correlate truth, but he may 
not preach the Law. He has been given no commis- 
sion to do so, seeing he is a minister of the Gospel the 
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proclamation of which is his prime calling. He can- 
not “preach the Law” without turning his back to 
Christ as he reverts to Moses, and for such action there 
can be only condemnation. 

On the “holy mount” at the transfiguration of 
Christ, was heard the voice of God saying, ‘Hear 
him!” implying that God’s chosen Messenger for the 
new age had come, superseding Moses and Elijah, 
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CHAPTER 5 
The Kingdom and Its Code 


The Bible reasons are easily shown for believing that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is not in visible appearance 
upon the earth, but is in abeyance (because of its re- 
jection by Israel) and can be known only in its mys- 
tery form until the King Himself comes to set it up. 

That the Messiah came to be Israel’s King and to es- 
tablish a Kingdom is clearly stated in the Word. The 
wise men from the East came seeking Him who was 
“born King of the Jews’, John the Baptist announced 
the Kingdom as being “at hand” and the prophecy in 
Zechariah 9:9 (“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout O daughter of Jerusalem: behold thy king com- 
eth unto thee: he is just and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an 
ass’) gives a pictorial prediction of the King’s pres- 
entation of Himself to His people. That it is the 
first coming of our Lord that is here foretold is ap- 
parent, for each of the Gospels gives a description of 
the event with marvelous accuracy when compared with 
Zechariah’s prophecy (see Matt. 21: 5, 9, 15; Mark 
9:10; Luke 19:38-40; John 12:13, 14, 15). There are 
other evidences that He came as King to Israel. In 
Micah 5:2 is found a remarkable prophecy: “Behold 
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thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he coma 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel. . . .”” Here 
the rulership of the Messiah is coupled with His birth 
in Bethlehem. When our Lord sent out the twelve 
He directed them specifically to confine their mission 
to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel,’ and to an- 
nounce “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” It is 
noteworthy that they were not directed to preach “the 
Gospel of Salvation”—which is for the whole world— 
but to perform miracles to serve as Kingdom signs. 
Further, John and James desired to sit on the right 
hand and the left hand of the King when on His 
throne, thus showing that they understood He was to 
establish a literal Kingdom; He did not disabuse their 
minds of this idea. On their way to Olivet (Acts 1:6), 
the disciples asked our Lord, “Wilt thou at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ Here again He did 
not correct their conception of His purpose. To Pilate 
He answered in reply to the question, “Art thou the 
King of the Jews?” “Thou sayest.” * 

It is also clear that the King’s intent was well under- 
stood by Israel, and that they deliberately rejected Him, 
thus fulfilling the accusation of our Lord in the parable 
of the wicked husbandman (Mark 12:9). Asa logical 
sequence the Kingdom has not been established, ex- 


*As to John 18:36 it may be stated: He did not say “my 
kingdom is not over this world,” but “not of,” i.e. in its origin 
and nature. Also, He only tells what His Kingdom is not; He 
refrained from stating its positive nature, as though He knew 
that Pilate could not have comprehended, even if it were de- 
scribed to him. 
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cept in a spiritual sense in the hearts of those who have 
accepted Him. These are like the secret subjects of 
an earthly monarch, who has been banished from his 
Kingdom. His followers cannot erect his throne; nor 
can they, or any of whom they might select, rule in his 
place ; rather they are subject to the laws of the usurp- 
ing government under which they live. Yet ever in 
their hearts is loyalty to their king, with longing for 
his return and the demonstration of his power. His 
known will is their highest law, taking precedence of 
all their statutes, these latter being obeyed only so long 
as they do not conflict with those of their true, though 
absent, King. 

So is it with the believer: the King whom Israel re- 
jected left behind Him a code of conduct in which are 
expressed the unchangeable principles of the Kingdom, 
applicable to all its phases. This code is entitled “The 
Sermon on the Mount.” 

Had the King been accepted by His people, this 
would have been the body of laws controlling His gov- 
ernment. Though rejected His laws have not been ab- 
rogated nor changed, but remain intact for use at His 
second coming, in the Kingdom which He will then 
establish. In the meantime His followers—living in 
a hostile land—prize these laws as representing His 
will, and seek to conform to them amid unfavorable 
conditions. Also during the confusion and upheaval 
incident to the judgments upon the earth in the Tribu- 
lation time, and the setting up of the Kingdom, it is 
this Code that the faithful remnant of Israel, who will 
then be awaiting the King’s return, will conform to as 
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the guide of their lives. And, further still, this Code 
will be operative in the Millennial Age, when the King- 
dom will exist in its full manifestation of power and 
glory. 

Having so wide a sweep, so comprehensive a pur- 
pose—covering three phases of the Kingdom that are 
so diverse—we naturally recognize its general adapta- 
bility, for it is only reasonable to expect that, now in 
some and again in other of its details, the Code would 
be more applicable to one period than to another. For 
instance: The warning against danger of hell-fire 
(Matt. 5:22) is not exactly in keeping with the spirit 
of this Age of Grace, for in it the believer is a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, with his name written in “the 
book of life,” so that the warning does not apply. 

Nor are meek saints now inheriting the earth. That 
the promise.in the third Beatitude cannot apply to them 
is certain for the reason that their inheritance is no- 
where stated as being on the earth, their home being 
the New Jerusalem, from which abode they will, dur- 
ing the Millennial Age, rule with Christ over the earth. 

Also, the encouragement to the endurance of perse- 
cution, while often adapted to the believer now, and 
fully to the faithful Israelites in the Tribulation time, 
is not appropriate to the Millennial Age, for in it, un- 
der the King’s rule, persecution will not be known. 

There is nothing strained or novel in the view rep- 
resented by these illustrations, but only what may be 
said of other portions of the New Testament Scrip- 
tures. See, every believer prizes the Gospels as a part 
of his priceless possessions, and yet in many places 
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there are admonitions and directions which do not 
apply to him with nearly the exactness with which they 
do to believers in other parts of the world, or to those 
in a different environment, or in a different period. 
Many Christians, for example, know nothing by actual 
experience of persecution for Christ’s sake, while 
others—like the Christians in Korea—are suffering 
even unto death. With what greater potency then 
come portions of the Word, at certain times, to some 
than to others among believers! 

fs not a large part of the fifth chapter of James par- 
ticularly intended for the oppressed ones “‘in the last 
days’? 

But these minor considerations aside, and with more 
attention to the eternal principles of the divine reve- 
lation, there is seen the purport of this matchless Code 
of the Kingdom, namely, that while its spirit is for 
our control, it is also designed for the period of fire 
and judgment to come upon the earth, with Israel 
again in the foreground finding in it strength and 
comfort; and still further on, it is for that era of 
Righteousness and Peace, when it will be the standard 
for that wise and universal rule whose coming the 
prophets have so long foretold. 

In addition to what has been presented in proof: 

1, That a Kingdom was announced in which 
Israel’s Messiah was to be Ruler; 

2. That His offer was rejected and Himself slain; 

3. That what has since existed in the world in the 
way of righteousness is only a shadow Kingdom—a 
Kingdom in mystery form, to continue thus until 
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4. The King comes again in visible, personal, 
glorious presence to successfully accomplish His pur- 
pose and literally reign upon the throne of His father 
David; there are given the following considerations, 
namely, 

1. Our Lord definitely recognized His rejection 
and expressed His sorrow by His lamentation over 
Jerusalem (Matt. 23:37). That Israel’s case was 
made deliberately hopeless was soon after shown by 
their ready answer to Pilate’s question, “Shall I cru- 
cify your King?” “We have no King but Cesar.” 

2. Our Lord is not now King, but High Priest in 
Heaven, where we are taught He will remain until the 
time comes for Him to take up His Kingly office 
(Hebrews 10:13; Acts 2:35). 

3. His manifestation as King is therefore future— 
a definite event introducing a new epoch. 

4. His Bride (the Church) who is to sit with Him 
on His throne when He takes this honor is not yet 
complete, which fact defers the event. 

5. Daniel’s prophecy portraying the King’s advent 
under the figure of the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands has not yet been fulfilled. The stone 
has not yet struck and ground into powder Gentile 
nations, the event which precedes its becoming a great 
mountain (Kingdom) to fill the whole earth. 

6. When the King comes it will be “in His glory” 
with all His holy angels. He has never yet so re- 
vealed Himself, save at His Epiphany, which was an 
earnest of His coming in glory. 


The Kingdom and Its Code 125 


7. When the King comes, and not before, will 
Daniel’s great prophecy concerning the Everlasting 
Kingdom be fulfilled (see Daniel 7:27). 

8. Finally: The seven parables in the 13th chapter 
of Matthew establish the matter beyond question for 
in these it is distinctly stated that they reveal the mys- 
teries of the Kingdom of Heaven. They are all true 
to life in showing that the cause of righteousness is 
in this Age attended with seeming failure and defeat, 
to be followed, however, by triumph at the end of the 
age. Then the tares will be bound in bundles and 
burned, the bad fish thrown away, and the angels will 
gather out of the Kingdom all things that offend. 

That these parables and the Sermon on the Mount 
are found in Matthew’s Gospel is significant and perti- 
nent to this subject, for in Matthew “Kingdom truth” 
is given with more definiteness than in any other por- 
tion of the New Testament. And here again it is 
necessary to become controversial because of the 
frequent denials of what should be apparent to all. 

When Matthew is designated the Jewish Gospel and 
spoken of as being devoted to “Kingdom truth” it is 
not meant that its message is only for Jews, but that 
it is distinctively adapted to them. Its construction is 
such that they can comprehend it better than any other 
of the Gospels. As to Matthew’s “Kingdom truth,” 
this implies that the Saviour’s teaching, as in “the Ser- 
mon on the Mount,” pertains more especially to the 
kingly aspect of His coming—the period of His ruler- 
ship. 
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In giving this discourse He sat on a mountain, which 
is in itself a symbolic attitude—a mountain being fre- 
quently used as a figure of a kingdom. It is also in 
Matthew that His rejection is more clearly given than 
elsewhere. When He wrought the miracle of casting 
out the demon from the dumb man, the Pharisees 
charged His power to Beelzebub—the prince of the de- 
mons. This was insult and blasphemy beyond ex- 
pression. Soon after came His further rejection when 
they charged Him with being gluttonous and a wine- 
bibber ; then came His predictions of judgment, and a 
little later the Seven Parables of the Kingdom, fol- 
lowed by frequent predictions of His coming again as 
King. 

Surely these teachings accurately fit the plan of God 
as laid down in the Word; and yet there are those who 
complain that this view “robs” them of Matthew’s 
Gospel! How can it be called robbery to place it in its 
proper position, and to give its true import, thus sav- 
ing from confusion and uncertainty? As well might 
one speak of being robbed of Leviticus or of Isaiah. 
The whole Bible belongs to the believer; it is all di- 
vinely inspired, but surely he is an unreasoning student 
who does not wish to know the purpose of each book 
and its appropriate application in the progressive plan 
of God! 

As has been shown, the believer is to allow the prin- 
ciples found in ‘““The Sermon on the Mount” to influ- 
ence his life, though there will be found in it and else- 
where in Matthew directions that are more definitely 
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intended for, and better adapted to believers in other 
stages of God’s plan.* 

The fact is that when the believer desires a first- 
hand, clear-cut, all-inclusive compendium by which to 
regulate his life he finds it in the seven Church Epistles, 
for in them is given the complete will of God for him- 
self, beyond which as a guide of conduct he really needs 
nothing, though its admonitions, instructions and 
warnings are enforced and corroborated by many other 
portions of the Word. A godly life abounding in love, 
humility and self-denial, and marked by obedience, is 
ever the demand in every Dispensation. 

It is sometimes asked by those who teach that our 
Lord did not offer Himself to Israel as their King, 
what would have happened if Israel had accepted Him? 
What kind of kingdom would He have established? 
And how then would have been fulfilled the prophe- 
cies concerning His death and resurrection, the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, the gathering out of the Gen- 
tiles, etc. ? 

An easy reply may be given that will effectively 
turn the tables on the questioner, namely, What if 
Israel had accepted Him as their Messiah? All, even 
those who deny that He came as King, admit that He 
did offer Himself as Israel’s Messiah and that His 
claim was denied and Himself rejected. But what if 
their conduct had been otherwise? Who then would 
have hounded Him to His trial and crucifixion, and 

* See Matt. 10:6-10. How can these instructions be intended 
for believers to-day? And yet they are found in the Gospels 


and were spoken by our Lord Himself direct to His disciples ; 
surely they prove the reality of a dispensational application! 
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what then would have been the import of the 53rd 
chapter of Isaiah, the 22nd and 69th Psalms and scores 
of other passages? 

The latter position offers difficulties as truly as does 
the former. 

The fact is that the pursuit of such hypotheses is 
always futile and unprofitable. Open the door to them 
and there come trooping in a host of others, the con- 
sideration of which would only land the speculative 
mind in hopeless confusion. Such imaginative ques- 
tions may be raised at every step of Scripture history 
with equally barren results. 

What if Adam and Eve had not yielded to the temp- 
ter? Or, more puzzling still, if Adam had not fol- 
lowed Eve in the transgression? Let these questions, 
be considered in connection with Revelation 13 :8 where 
we read of “the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world,” thus showing that the provision for the 
consequences of man’s fall was made long in advance 
of its occurrence. 

Again, what if Abraham’s faith had failed as to the 
birth of a son? 

What if Israel had obeyed the law? 

What if Judas had not betrayed his Lord? 

What if Peter had committed suicide in remorse 
for his denial of Christ ? 

The mere mention of these shows how boundless 
is the sea of speculative inquiry. 

The fair-minded reader sees no contradiction in the 
fact that our Lord made a bona-fide offer of Himself 
to Israel as their King, even while knowing He would 
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be rejected. Further than this there is nothing to say, 
except that our Lord Himself once made a hypothetical 
statement, and left it without an explanation, so teach- 
ing us that we are to be content with facts as they are, 
without insisting on a present solution. 

The instance referred to is found in Matthew 11:14 
and 17:10-13.. Here we have a statement to the ef- 
fect that if Israel had received the testimony of John 
the Baptist and followed his directions he would have 
taken the place of the actual Elijah, who was to come 
according to prophecy! 

The question naturally arises: How then would 
have been fulfilled the prophecies concerning Israel’s 
apostasy, punishment and restoration ? And also the 
prophecy of Malachi 4: 5, 6, wherein Elijah’s coming 
is clearly stated to be connected with “the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord,” namely when Christ comes, 
as Judge? 

No answer to these questions is now forthcoming, 
even as there are no answers to the other questions; 
and until God makes these matters clear it remains 
for the believer to be content, faithful, obedient, 
expectant ! 


CHAPTER 6: The Defense of 
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CHAPTER 6 


The Defense of the Gospel * 


There are those among zealous believers to whom 
the term “defending the Gospel” and what it implies 
is objectionable, their contention being that the Gospel 
needs no defense, and therefore to seek to defend it 
becomes a work of supererogation, consuming time and 
energy that should be spent to better advantage. But 
such objectors have surely overlooked directions found 
in the Scriptures, where the defense of the Gospel is 
definitely enjoined. 

Thus Paul writes to the Philippians, “both in my 
bonds and in the defense and confirmation of the 
Gospel, ye all are partakers with me of grace” (1:7). 
“Knowing that I am set for the defense of the Gospel” 
(1:16). “Stand fast in one spirit, with one soul 
striving for the faith of the Gospel” (1:27). And 
Jude writes “exhorting you to contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints.”’ 

How then is the Gospel to be defended? 

By the exemplification of its spirit on the part of 


* By “the Gospel” is here meant all that is included in the New 
Testament revelation. It is the broad use of the term, and not 
merely as referring to the Evangelistic Message as distinct from 
exposition, instruction, prophecy, and the like. 
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those who profess it. The Gospel is Christ, whom we 
are “to put on,” “to live,” “to confess.” We are also 
to have his “mind,” “the Spirit of Christ,’ and are to 
“adorn the doctrine of God.” The Apostles so lived 
Christ that men “took knowledge of them.” The qual- 
ities of character that are inseparable from the Gospel 
are purity, sincerity, integrity, beneficence, courage, 
humility, love, patience, self-denial, and the like, and 
the defense of the Gospel requires the practical mani- 
festation of these in the grinding, harassing, exacting, 
confusing experiences of our daily life. 

These characteristics are peculiar to the Gospel, for 
before Christ came the pagan world knew nothing of 
them, and Israel little. We are told that in human 
language there was not even a word equivalent to our 
“mankind,” which illustrates the narrow prejudices 
and race hatred that prevailed. There is an interesting 
corollary here: that when the qualities named—-or what 
look like them—are shown by individuals and cults 
who are indifferent or antagonistic to the doctrines of 
the Gospel it is prima facie evidence that they are par- 
ading in borrowed or stolen clothing. This comprises, 
a wide scope,—from the altruism of Unitarianism all 
the way to the Sunday-schools, orphanages, and hos- 
pitals to be found among the educated heathen in 
foreign lands. As “imitation is the sincerest flattery,” 
so do the systems require to pay tribute to the excel- 
lence of the Gospel while ignoring the claims of its 
Founder. In what are called Christian lands these imi- 
tators make a religion of what look like character and 
good works, but cannot exhibit—rather indeed deny— 
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union with the divine life that alone produces the 
reality. They are somewhat like the soldiers at the foot 
of the Cross who cast lots for the seamless robe of 
Christ, while utterly indifferent to the meaning of his 
death. 

Surely then should Christians, whose very name 
predicates their union with Christ who is the source of 
all good, allow none to excel them in the practical ex- 
emplification of those qualities which have their origin 
in Him. 

Is not this the crying need of the day? A genera- 
tion of Christians who by their devotion shall become 
irrefutable arguments for a supernatural Gospel; lives 
that cannot be triangulated by ordinary processes, nor 
explained by human philosophy, but which like matured 
fruit show that the divine Husbandman has planted, 
watered, pruned, and above all imparted according to 
the laws by which He operates in the Kingdom of 
Grace. 

There are some things against which there can be no 
arguments, before which controversy stands mute. A 
plumb-line with its metal weight pointing straight to 
the center of the earth cannot be maligned, nor contra- 
dicted; nor can a glowing rose-bush be impugned. It 
is so with a consistent Christian life. In its presence 
the mouth of the caviler is sealed. Unselfishness and 
kindred graces are always attractive, sometimes fascin- 
ating. Such lives are the Gospel’s first line of defense, 
as indeed they are also the last hope for its maintenance. 
Let there be here a broken line, a crumbling wall, a fall- 
ing away, and the battle is lost. This the Saviour Him- 


186 God’s Book Speaking for Itself 


self clearly expresses when He compares His followers 
to the saving salt, the exposed light, the exalted city, and 
teaches that without the qualities illustrated by these 
metaphors there is only putrefaction, darkness, ruin. 

Some one has said that if all the Christians in any 
community were leading consistent lives, unbelievers 
would either become converted, go insane, or destroy 
them, as it would not be in human nature to endure 
the constant rebuke and condemnation that such asso- 
ciations would produce. It was so in apostolic times; 
persecutions and conversions, martyr fires and revival 
flames, occurred side by side. 

By the strenuous maintenance of its influence. This 
might seem to be included in the foregoing, but what 
we have in mind justifies a separate treatment. It 
should be the Christian’s first object in life to invest 
his energy and money in the cause of the Gospel. He 
should let others develop and support movements and 
schemes that have for their aim the betterment of 
humanity; the Christian has an entirely different call. 
The sustaining of libraries, museums, art galleries, and 
similar institutions should not appeal to him who has 
a conception of the value of souls, and a regard for his 
Master’s commands. ‘The reaching the lost unthink- 
ing world stirs his soul and enlists his means in a way 
that ornate ecclesiastical edifices, Church organs, and 
a costly ritual have no power to do. He sees that these 
are human inventions, superficial and ephemeral, though 
dazzling,—having in themselves no regenerating power. 
It is temples of the human body made meet for the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, and transformed lives in 
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which heavenly music has been generated, that interest 
him, and opportunities to invest in these are hailed 
with a great delight as affording occasion for secur- 
ing fabulous returns. 

What an object lesson did the unprecedented giving 
accompanying the World War afford by contrast to 
the indifference of the great majority of Christians 
to the demands of the Gospel! Treasure was poured 
forth like water to alleviate mere physical distress 
whereas the centuries-old appeals of the Christ of God 
has been comparatively unheeded, even though He 
said, ‘Is not the life more than meat, and the body 
than. raiment?” and “What shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul?” The command was long ago 
given, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature,” yet men and money have been with- 
held, while for temporal safety these were freely given 
with an enthusiasm and abandon never before seen. 
Truly Patriotism revealed more power over even many 
Christian men than Love for Him who died for them 
had ever shown! 

Drives and appeals for many seemingly good causes 
are still the order, but the defender of the Gospel tests 
them by one criterion: Do they honor the name of 
Christ, and further His will? Do they carry with their 
temporal relief for the needy the real “first aid” of a 
Saviour, who alone can give salvation to the lost and 
rest for the laboring and heavy laden? Usually causes 
that are popular with the worldling, the Unitarian, the 
Jew, are not those to which the enlightened Christian 
contributes. Not that he is influenced by a narrow 
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bigotry, or prejudice, as to the beneficiaries of his giv- 
ing, but because he is discriminating in his choice of 
the channels through which it flows, that it may be 
acceptable to his Lord, and fruitful of the superla- 
tively highest good. He believes in giving bread, but 
prefers to give with it the Bread of Life. In other 
words, behind and controlling his deed is a motive, 
and that motive centers in Christ. 

From the foregoing it may readily be inferred that 
that modern invention and most popular theme, “the 
Social Gospel,’ does not delude the defender of the 
Gospel nor gain his support. It is to him “another 
gospel, which is not another,’ and against which, in 
his view, there lodges a New Testament curse (Gal. 
1:6-9). As clear as daylight to him is the fact that 
the worn phrase “civic righteousness” is not the 
righteousness of Christ nor of the saints, and that 
“social regeneration,’ whatever it may be, is not “soul 
regeneration.” To him these utterances carry their 
own condemnation with them. They are self-accusa- 
tive in being utterly unscriptural, as though a pretender 
or a hypocrite went about heralding with every breath 
his own shame! 

The Gospel devotee knows well that the only way in 
which communities and nations are elevated in morals 
and righteousness is by the preaching of the Gospel of 
Christ, of which the Apostle was not ashamed, be- 
cause he knew it to be the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that accepted it. It is God’s only 
remedy, and as it is honored, and individuals are 
transformed by it as in Bible times, the community 
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realizes the benefit in elevated standards of living. 
This latter is, to be sure, only a secondary result, yet 
so surely does it follow that if men whose aim it is 
to introduce higher ethics in community life were, 
wise they would encourage, as the direct method of 
obtaining the result, spiritual revivals by the preach- 
ing of the old Gospel of Salvation, secured by the shed 
blood of the Son of God. 

By the bold personal proclamation of its truth. 
Every Christian is called to become a propagandist of 
the Gospel and of that alone. “Ye are my witnesses.” 
Witnessing and martyrdom are often closely linked to- 
gether. Confessedly this attitude will prove a great 
test for many. Our modern life in all its phases, but 
especially as it is involved in society, is so artificial, 
and modern Christianity is so interwoven with civil- 
ization, as to present difficulties to the devout more 
trying than was the paganism of the earlier centuries, 
or even the superstitions and ignorance of medizeval 
times. Worldliness, fashion, and wealth have so in- 
vaded the nominal church; false doctrines involving 
the denial of the fundamentals of the faith have so 
seduced the pulpit; while license in social life causing 
excess in all forms of self-indulgence, and conflict in 
the economic relationships have become so prevalent 
as to produce a feverish restlessness that makes hu- 
manity seem like a fractious steed with tense nerves, 
and a thousand objects to distract and disturb, and 
drive him to headlong ruin. Yet as the only hope for 
such a distraught world is still the same unchanging 
Gospel, it behooves believers to devote themselves to 
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its proclamation with an energy commensurate with 
the need. Nothing has taken its place despite the great 
variety of new forms of “religion” that abound,—it 
still stands written, “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among you, whereby we must be saved.” 

The defenders of the Gospel must set their faces 
like a flint against compromise of any kind, remem- 
bering that Christ Jesus was the most intolerant per- 
sonality that ever trod the earth. Not as to the foibles 
and follies of men, for here none was ever more ten- 
der and considerate, but as to the way of salvation. 
“T am the way, the truth and the life,” was his claim, 
“No man cometh unto the Father but by me,’ “All 
that came before me are thieves and robbers,’ “J am 
the door,’ “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden.” “J am the resurrection and the life.” 
Oh, what a leveling blow is given here to that weak 
spirit of compliance which assents to the statement so 
frequently heard, “All religions are good if one lives 
up to his profession,” or “They are all trying to get 
men to the same place.” And what a rebuke here to 
those evangelists who commonly advise inquiring 
Jews and Roman Catholics to “live up to their re- 
ligion”! This is a heinous offense, and equivalent to 
signing the death-warrant of a soul. 

Sad is it too that our young college people are nearly 
everywhere cursed with that blight, the study of com- 
parative religions, so that when they come forth into 
active life they are armed with a superior complacency 
while telling us that all religions are to be equally re- 
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spected, being fundamentally the same, each being best 
adapted to the needs of those who possess it. Refresh- 
ing is it to recall the attitude of the one who said, 
“You may talk about Comparative Religions, but re- 
member that Christianity is not one of them.” 

The defender of the Gospel must concentrate on 
“the Word.” He should know it better and be better 
qualified to discuss it than politics, his calling or his 
recreations. This is what the times demand: a usable 
familiarity with the Revelation of God by Christians! 
And all that is required to accomplish the result (hu- 
manly speaking) is application. Great intellectual 
ability is not essential, nor a classical education, but 
the eager devotion of heart and mind. Nor is it hard 
to master the framework of the Scriptures, and to 
secure a grasp on its fundamental doctrines. These 
possessed, all else falls in line, and knowledge may 
be indefinitely developed. Among great soul-winners 
have been individuals of all degrees of mental devel- 
opment, from those who could scarcely read or write 
to linguists, writers, and speakers like Carey, Pier- 
son, and Spurgeon. From the simple message, “Come 
to Jesus Christ!” to the ability to unfold God’s “Plan 
of the ages,” is there scope enough for every eager 
herald, ‘‘for if there be first a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not.” 

Thank God, that while the enemy is sowing tares 
the wheat is also being sown broadcast, and while 
the apostasy is advancing apace, God is doing a new 
and mighty work by means of Bible Schools, Mis- 
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sions, many Churches still, and Bible Conferences. 
Everywhere are springing up centers where the Word 
is taught in its purity, and young people are instructed 
and sent to the ends of the earth with the old-time 
unction and success! 

By discrediting and attacking the Gospel’s foes. 
The believer is to “contend.” That does not mean 
passive resistance, but striving in conflict. It is one 
of the first principles of military strategy to carry the 
warfare into the enemy’s territory,—to overcome him 
on his own field. “The best defensive is a bold of- 
fensive.” Spurgeon, the great affirmative Gospel 
preacher, was wise in saying that “the surest way to 
maintain the truth is to attack error.” It was the 
Saviour’s way with his opponents—the Pharisees. 
Paul uttered warning against the grievous wolves who 
would not spare the flock, and wrote to Titus con- 
cerning the Cretans, to whom he referred in no com- 
plimentary terms, going so far as to say “whose 
mouths must be stopped.’ There must be no cere- 
mony with an assaulting enemy, he must be dealt with 
summarily. A historian who describes the warfare 
between the French and English in the time of George 
I tells how the French herald advanced and announced, 
“The Gentlemen of England will fire first.” But in 
due time came Napoleon who changed all that. By 
quick marches and rapid blows he conducted his cam- 
paigns to the discomfiture and overthrow of his 
enemies. 

The Gospel has many enemies. Perhaps in all her 
history they have not swarmed against her so thickly 
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as now. It is no time for complicity nor compromise, 
“for what fellowship hath righteousness with un- 
righteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial ?” 
Traitors within the gates must be discovered and ex. 
posed. It is too late in the day, and the cause is too 
sacred, to allow oneself to be frightened off by ridi- 
cule or threats. The Higher Critic must be denounced 
and the false leader in the pulpit deserted. Evolu- 
tion—that source of boundless mischief—must be 
stripped of its guise, and the New Theology in all its 
phases, involving the denial of the inerrancy of the 
Word, the Virgin Birth of Christ, his Deity, Sacri- 
ficial Death, Resurrection, and Coming Again must 
be identified and labeled. There should be no attend- 
ance on a ministry where false doctrines are presented, 
or indeed where the truth is not definitely preached, 
for in the case of many modern time-servers it is not 
what is said but what is omitted that is to be con- 
demned. 

As to the many false cults, such as Christian 
Science, Seventh Day Adventism, Romanism, Russell- 
ism, Spiritualism, hydra-headed New Thought, and 
others, these must be attacked without mercy. An uncer- 
tain policy is fatal. The majority are notoriously un- 
instructed, and therefore when the pulpit gives no ex- 
pression of disapproval and condemnation, the people 
naturally conclude that these systems cannot be evil, 
or warnings against them would be heard and so they 
easily become the prey to soul-destroying doctrines. 
Who is to blame that the above-named heresies have 
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gained millions of followers, mainly from the evai 
gelical bodies? Who but the ministers and teachers 
who have been unfaithful in sounding the alarm? 
It is invariably the case that when the pulpit has been 
faithful the inroads have been comparatively slight, 
and contrariwise. 

Why would it not be so? An Adventist, a Millennial 
Dawnist, a Mormon, or a Paulist Father comes, each 
with his seductive propaganda and presenting forms 
of thought, and ofttimes neglected portions of the 
Word which his hearers have never heard presented 
by their ministers, gains adherents among the unbal- 
anced and thoughtless. Elder Canright, one-time 
Seventh-Dayist lecturer, but afterwards for many 
years a Baptist minister, states that in communities 
where the people had been warned and indoctrinated, 
against the Seventh Day teaching, success was never 
achieved. “Preach the Word,” by all means, but also 
“reprove, rebuke, exhort’ (2 Tim. 4:2), for all these 
efforts are required for “the defense of the Gospel.” 
And for encouragement let the inspiring promise of 
Isaiah 59:19 be remembered, “When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
up a standard against him.” 

Let there be a gathering to the standard, and a for- 
ward movement by those to whom the Gospel is dear. 


THE END 
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